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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript presents a cross-sectional study assessing the prevalence of STI history among sexually active youth diagnosed with human papillomavirus (HPV) infection in the Republic of Congo. The authors aim to explore the overlap between HPV infection and prior STI exposure, and highlight risk factors related to sexual behaviour and public health awareness.
HPV and other STIs among youth are highly important, especially in underrepresented regions like Central Africa.There is limited data from the Republic of Congo on this topic, which adds geographic and epidemiological value.The manuscript has a focused research question relevant to both STI control and HPV prevention.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Tables lack footnotes and appropriate titles (e.g., define abbreviations).

Inconsistent terminology: “HPV infection” vs “Papillomavirus infection” — should be standardized.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	English grammar needs revision throughout (consider professional editing).


	

	Optional/General comments


	1. The statistical methods are insufficiently detailed. What specific tests were used to assess associations (e.g., Chi-square, logistic regression)?

2. Confidence intervals and p-values are not consistently reported.

3. Potential confounders (age, number of sexual partners, condom use) are not adjusted for in multivariable analysis. Clearly define the STI history (lab-confirmed or self-reported).

4. Describe the HPV diagnostic technique and whether genotyping was done.

5. Expand the statistical analysis section to include regression modeling with adjusted odds ratios.

6. Improve the discussion section to place findings in context with African and global literature.

7. Add a limitations section to acknowledge recall bias, cross-sectional design limitations, and lack of causal inference.
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