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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This will help in getting idea of similar cases if presented to Veterinary health Centre.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Sudden Death in a Buffalo Due to Pulmonary Tuberculosis: Diagnostic and Zoonotic Implications
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	It's a bit lengthy. Consider shortening it slightly to stay within 250–300 words and reduce redundancy.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Remove phrases like “This report describes…” and instead begin with the findings directly.

1. Add Differential Diagnoses Consideration

The clinical signs were non-specific (anorexia, respiratory distress, anemia). You should mention other potential differentials considered before post-mortem (e.g., theileriosis, pasteurellosis, pericarditis, or parasitic infestations).

2. Expand on Sudden Death Explanation

The paper briefly mentions sudden death, but a more thorough discussion on the pathophysiological mechanism leading to it (e.g., acute respiratory failure due to massive pulmonary involvement or sudden rupture of caseated lesions) would provide valuable insight.

3. Mention Diagnostic Limitations

Highlight the challenges of ante-mortem diagnosis (e.g., lack of confirmatory diagnostics in the field, poor sensitivity of tuberculin skin test in buffaloes). You could also mention newer diagnostic options like interferon-gamma release assays or PCR if applicable.

4. Consider Zoonotic Transmission Risk from the Case

Given the sudden death and the necropsy findings, did the buffalo pose any prior zoonotic threat to handlers or others in contact? Any milk consumption? Brief mention would be relevant under One Health.

5. Discuss Farm Epidemiology

A short paragraph on herd investigation—Were other animals at risk? Was a screening test done for the herd post-mortem? This would help contextualize the broader disease control implications.

6. Genotypic Confirmation

Though Ziehl-Neelsen staining confirmed AFB presence, genotyping (e.g., PCR for M. bovis) is often necessary to distinguish M. bovis from other mycobacteria. Mention limitations if molecular methods were not used.

Grammar and Style

Examples:

“The buffalo suddenly collapsed and died within minutes…” → better phrased as:

"The buffalo collapsed suddenly and died within minutes, despite emergency intervention."

“...public health education, and integrated One Health approaches...” → no comma is needed before “and”.

3. Figures and Captions

The figures are important but would benefit from clearer labels and consistent formatting. For example:

Add scale bars or magnification for histological images.

Improve captions: “Fig. 5. Acid-fast bacilli of M. bovis.” → “Fig. 5. Ziehl-Neelsen stain showing red acid-fast bacilli (M. bovis) under oil immersion (100x).”

*Post Mortem Findings should be shifted to Result section

*There are few paragraphs that needs to be written in result section not material and methods


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, but one reference of CPCB doesn’t mention the year in bibliography section.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. One Health Perspective

Consider a brief section or a paragraph elaborating on how such cases underscore the importance of integrated animal-human disease monitoring.

2. Take-Home Messages / Learning Points

3–4 bullet points summarizing key clinical, diagnostic, and public health messages would make the article more accessible to practitioners.

The case is compelling and provides valuable documentation of a rare but important clinical outcome. Your detailed histopathology and staining methods are a strength. With refinement in language, a bit more diagnostic context, and stronger emphasis on herd-level and public health response, this article could be made publication-ready in a high-quality veterinary or zoonosis journal.
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