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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	It is a good study topic as mental health is an important issue, especially in pregnant women with the huge changes in hormones. However, the manuscript doesn’t justify the rationale of the study at all. It would be advisable to add a couple of lines in the introduction. The introduction “Depression is a group of conditions that are associated with an alteration in mood. More than 10% of fathers experience depression and anxiety during the perinatal period, but in comparison to the maternal period, the recognition is very less.[1,2] Paternal perinatal depression (PPND) is a major depressive disorder in men that occurs during any period of pregnancy. Majorly, being a parent is a significant life transition that increases the vulnerability to psychological stress, often leading to depressive thoughts and behavior.[3] Although the condition is less understood in men, low testosterone has been directly linked to symptoms of depression in men, whereas low levels of estrogen, prolactin, vasopressin, and/or cortisol in expecting fathers might cause difficulties in father-infant bonding that contribute to the depressed condition in fathers.[4,5]” talks about depression among fathers,  but the study population is pregnant women. How does the both relate? Original paragraph was full of Grammatical errors as well which has been corrected by me to show as an example.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is okay, but the suggestion is that the quality of the title can be improved by including the study setting. For example: Assessment of Depressive symptoms during the pregnancy period: A cross-sectional study conducted in Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is ok, but the quality of the content can be improved. It can be structured better.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here.
	The introduction is not contextual. Rationale has not been discussed along with any gaps from the current literature, the methodology is insufficient (sample size calculation not shown, sampling method not mentioned, many essential points which should be mentioned in a good quality methodology is absent, results and discussion are too basic, require better analysis of the dataset. Chi square gives association not correlation. Take help from statisticians if required. STROBE checklist to be used as reporting guidelines for cross-sectional studies to avoid missing out on important stuff and producing a quality manuscript. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Reference formatting is not proper as per the Vancouver format. Provide doi with the references if possible.  Unable to cross verify all the references.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Much grammatical errors are there. Sentence structuring can be better. It is advisable to improve the basics of grammar for a better quality manuscript.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Suggestions for a better manuscript: Introduction can contain: background, followed by short ROL followed by gap analysis and justification of study rationale followed by objectives. Methodology should contain the following basic information: Study design, Study setting, Study duration, Study population, Sampling and Sample size, Inclusion criteria, Exclusion criteria, Study procedure, study tool, Data collection, Outcome measures, Data entry and analysis, Quality assurance, Ethical considerations Results: Appropriate statistics to be used. Chi square gives association, not correlation. Appropriate visualizations recommended. Discussion: Should be more elaborate with a proper comparison Follow STROBE guidelines of reporting cross sectional studies to avoid missing out important information in manuscript Serious major revisions required in every part of the manuscript. 
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