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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study is significant because it clarifies the elements that lead to abuse and disrespect during facility-based labor, which may deter women from pursuing institutional delivery services. The study offers useful insights for healthcare professionals and policymakers by highlighting important factors such sociocultural norms, healthcare provider training, and inadequacies in the health system. Improving mother healthcare experiences, boosting institutional delivery uptake, and eventually lowering maternal and newborn health risks all depend on addressing these problems.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Title is clear and informative but it’s too long.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Clearly defines the problem, Outlines the study’s objective, methods, results, and conclusion, Highlights key factors influencing the issue, but Some sentences need to be streamlined for a smoother flow, in results Section, there Needs more specificity like mentioning key findings with some quantitative insights, in grammar use Phrase like "Respondents were aware of any efforts..." sounds unclear, re-wording. 


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	It covers key theories, frameworks and previous studies on disrespect and abuse (D&A) in maternity care. It highlights the significance of studying D&A in Northern Ghana, where research is limited. It also explains why this study is needed and how it contributes to the field. Several ideas (e.g., Bowser & Hill’s framework, WHO strategies) are repeated multiple times in different ways. I think some sentences are overly long and complex, making them harder to read. There are lacks of specific findings it would be stronger if specific findings from previous studies were briefly summarized with key data points where available. "Disregardful or offensive behaviours and surroundings inside health facilities diminish the quality of maternity care and result in low utilisation of professional delivery care at health facilities." Are these "surroundings" referring to inadequate infrastructure, poor attitudes of healthcare workers, or systemic healthcare failures? Not sure, While citations are well-placed, some references seem incomplete or inconsistently formatted (e.g., Bowser & Hill, 2010;6,7 – numbers are unclear). The use of a mixed-methods descriptive cross-sectional study is appropriate for this research. The setting is well described, including geographic details. The participant eligibility criteria are clearly stated. The use of systematic random sampling and justification for selecting the hospitals is well done. The step-by-step explanation of questionnaire administration is strong. Ethical approval, informed consent, and confidentiality are all well explained. There are repetitive & redundant Phrases, The setting description is highly detailed but lacks direct connection to why the study was conducted there. Sampling Process Needs More Clarity like how participants were systematically chosen after the first random selection (e.g., "Every nth participant was selected from the register"). Instead of descriptive statistics it could be specified whether inferential statistics were used (e.g., chi-square tests, regression analysis, t-tests). The study was mainly exploratory in nature and did not expose subjects to any form of risk” is slightly misleading, as cross-sectional studies are not necessary”. The captions and the numerical number are inconsistent. The introduction of the figures are not clear, external studies need to be emphasized how they are related to the findings. Some subheading should be added to the paper to make it clear, statistical analysis should be clear. 
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	I there are some inconsistency about grammatical usages. The style is UK but there are some punctuation problems. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	Based on the content of the manuscript, there are no clear ethical issues visible in the narrative itself. However, there are some important ethical considerations to keep in mind, especially given the subject matter of disrespect and abuse during childbirth.
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