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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript holds meaningful value for the scientific community, particularly within the domain of agricultural economics, export forecasting, and applied data modeling. The integration of Artificial Neural Networks (ANN) and Fuzzy Time Series (FTS) models for forecasting agricultural exports in a major spice-exporting economy like India directly addresses a longstanding gap in predictive analytics for perishable, price-sensitive commodities. In a period marked by global trade disruptions, climate unpredictability, and export-driven livelihood dependencies, this paper delivers a timely contribution. Moreover, its methodological rigor — leveraging half a century of longitudinal data — enhances its relevance for both academic researchers and policy planners aiming to optimize agribusiness strategy, export policy frameworks, and market risk management.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is suitable in its current form, “A Comparative Study of Neural Networks and Fuzzy Time Series Models for Forecasting Selected Indian Spice Exports.” It accurately encapsulates the study’s comparative scope, methodology, and sectoral focus. However, for greater academic reach and searchability, a slightly more dynamic title could be: “Forecasting India’s Spice Export Performance: A Comparative Analysis of Neural Networks and Fuzzy Time Series Models.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is largely comprehensive and does a fair job summarizing the research context, methodology, findings, and practical implications. That said, it would benefit from briefly noting the long-term policy relevance of accurate export forecasting for India’s trade strategy and farmer welfare, which is implicit in the manuscript but absent in the abstract. Including one line on this would enhance the abstract’s value proposition for a policy-oriented or applied research audience.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Scientifically, the manuscript is methodologically sound. It provides clear descriptions of both ANN and FTS models, outlines appropriate diagnostic measures (RMSE, MAE, MAPE, Ljung-Box test), and employs a well-structured comparative analysis. The use of 54 years of export data strengthens the credibility of its forecasting outputs. However, a deeper discussion on the limitations of each modeling technique within the context of volatile agricultural markets — particularly in light of external shocks such as climate events or trade restrictions — would improve the manuscript’s critical rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally adequate and include several recent citations from 2019 to 2022. Still, a few additional contemporary references — particularly from post-2022 literature on machine learning applications in agribusiness or export forecasting amidst global supply chain disruptions — could enrich the paper’s contextual framing.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is clear, technically appropriate, and largely adheres to scholarly standards. Sentences are precise, model explanations are accessible without oversimplification, and the results are well-articulated. Minor editorial tightening could enhance conciseness in a few areas, particularly in the results discussion sections where repeated values and model names slightly impede narrative flow. Nonetheless, the manuscript is publication-ready in terms of language, with only light copy-editing required.
	

	Optional/General comments


	this paper is a timely, well-executed contribution to the growing literature on data-driven agricultural export forecasting, with both academic and practical relevance for trade economists, agribusiness strategists, and policymakers managing commodity-exporting economies.
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