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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	In view of the need to keep up with the growing human population any study that concerns itself with promotion of agriculture is welcome. This study is one that runs a historical exposition of onset of effective monsoon (OEM) and critical dry spell (CDS) in Marathwada region with daily rainfall data spanning 30 years (1981-2010). This study can assist future researchers in forming a strong historical base for their studies with more recent data. Farmers and crop planners in Marathwada (Beed and Jalna specifically), from this study, can find relevant information on dry and wet spells, and soil moisture for proper planning and management of their crops. In making climate change policies in the region, this study can serve as a guide.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The study was concise and straightforward in achieving its goal aimed basically at making a probability analysis of critical dry spells of Beed and Jalna districts in Marathwada region.
The main data on daily rainfall were sourced from right and reliable authority, India Meteorological Department. Though the data covered a reasonable period of time, 1981 to 2010 but recent data would serve better. The data were not guessed or predicted values.

Though the authors didn’t specify their reason for their choice of Beed and Jalna districts for the study in Marathwada region but they endeavoured to use right set of descriptive and inferential statistical tools. The study engaged properly the old but relevant Ashok Raj (1979) model on their assessment of onset of effective monsoon (OEM) and critical dry spell (CDS), and Gumbels extreme value (GEV) technique  for computation of probability values dry spell occurrences. 
For plotting positions GEV technique was compared with Weibuls method to obtain dry spell duration at different probability level. This manuscript passes my scrutiny for scientific community and its audience.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Considering the scope of the study, the references are sufficient but they are NOT recent at all. Recent studies in the study region should have been visited by the author(s). These include but not limited to;  P. Saha, R. Mahanta. P.V. Rajesh and B.N. Goswami (2022, 2023), E.A. Resmi, B. Preethi, R.S. Ajayamohan, P. Ray, C.K. Unnikrishnan, S. Nita, R.K. Sumesh and J. Dharmadas (2023), U.V.M. Krishna, S.K. Das, E.G. Sulochana, U. Bhowmik, S.M. Deshpande and G. Pandithurai (2021), S. Chaudhary, C.T. Dhanya and R. Vinnarasi (2017)

R. Vinnarasi and C.T. Dhanya (2016).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes 
	

	Optional/General comments


	The author (s) should consider updating the references, and meticulously go through all the words and sentences to check them for correctness and typographical errors. I highlighted some of these with suggestions/comments in the manuscript. The geographical location of Beed and Jalna districts were shown by the author(s) with the latitude and longitude figures. This shows that the two districts are on the same location but in reality they are not. The author (s) should consider using degree (o), minutes (‘) and seconds (“) to differentiate the two.  Also, the author (s) should consider using Word Formula/Equation/Symbol, grouping option or similar tool to input the formula properly to avoid having them scattered all over the place.
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