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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript presents novel scientific findings on the community structure and functioning of soil-dwelling macro-vertebrates by comparing two ecological environments that have the presence of little fire ants through an experimental research approach. Valuable for forestry and agricultural science readers. It presents a highlight on biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation and could bring insights on strategies for soil management and ecology restoration policies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The main drive of this research is analysing the community structure and functioning of soil-dwelling macro-invertebrates in cocoa plantations invaded by the little fire ants, in comparison with those of the neighbouring natural or secondary forest environment. The title must possess this drive. Could the title reflect the following wording as well:

1. “Analysing” or “Investigating” or “Assessing”

2. “Community structure and functioning of soil-dwelling macro-invertebrates”

3. “comparison”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well written. The authors could add practical implications or policy implications of the study to the abstract 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and recent.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the article are suitable for scholarly communications
	

	Optional/General comments


	1.
The discussion section shows a report on the results rather than a discussion on the results. This section could be improved by analyzing the results against those of other studies, including the test approaches and how they align with those of other studies.

2.
The discussion section could also be incorporated with a discussion on what the findings mean to cocoa agroforestry farmers or cocoa plantation farmers, and how it could influence their farming practices and decision-making to enhance their plantation farming. Basically, what practical implications could be drawn from these findings?
3.
The conclusion could also reflect the research limitations and direction for further research on the topic.

4.
The labelling on the x-axis of the bar chart graphs is illegible. Could it be made clearer for easy reading and identification? 

Minor Comments:

5.
On the first line of the Introduction section, change “an perennial” to “a perennial”

6.
In the conclusion section, “cocoa plantations showed a low species richness, kow diversity, …” change “kow diversity” to “low diversity”
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	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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