Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	International Journal of Plant & Soil Science 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_IJPSS_138041

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Critical analysis of Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration in Agrarian Lands in the semi-arid tropics of peninsular India

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	It fills a crucial gap by offering a well-researched critique of FMNR in peninsular India's semi-arid tropics, making it essential reading for policymakers, environmentalists, and agricultural practitioners seeking sustainable solutions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The elaboration on the long-term ecological benefits of FMNR and its policy and the a deeper exploration of socio-economic drivers influencing species retention could further enhance the manuscript's applicability to sustainable farming models.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the content is sufficient, but ensure that recent references are incorporated. Use the full journal names and maintain consistency for abbreviated journal titles, strictly adhering to the journal's referencing guidelines
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study provides valuable insights into tree retention patterns; however, key ecological parameters such as species abundance and diversity indices require further elaboration. Strengthening statistical interpretations and interrelations among variables would enhance analytical depth.

This work effectively highlights FMNR patterns, emphasizing tree retention influences across farmland structures. The strengthening statistical correlations and expanding discussion on ecological functions of retained species would enhance its applicability to sustainable agroecosystem management.

Strengthening analysis on farmer-driven selection criteria and broader agroecological implications would enhance its contribution to sustainable land management.

The study effectively highlights species variability and farmer-driven preferences, particularly for neem and thorny species. Expanding the discussion on ecological adaptability and competitive dynamics among species would enhance the analytical depth.

The study provides a comprehensive analysis of species richness and density under FMNR, emphasizing landholding influences. Expanding discussions on tree-crop interactions and long-term ecological benefits would enhance the manuscript’s applicability to sustainable agroecosystem management.
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