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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The Epstein-Barr virus is well known for presenting clinically in various ways, one of which is infectious mononucleosis. This condition can, through clinical evaluations and lab tests, mimic acute leukemia. However, several tests and physical examination findings can differentiate between the two. Additionally, such case reports may help remind readers of this disease and its differential diagnoses, while also providing opportunities for authors to get published.     


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	YES
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Currently, the abstract effectively reflects the entire case report; however, this manuscript requires significant revisions, warranting a complete rewrite of the abstract. Furthermore, abbreviations can be used independently after they have been fully spelled out with their meanings in parentheses.  


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	It is partially correct and requires updates. Suggestions are given below. 

Introduction-

Paragraph 2: 

Please provide additional information regarding the Epstein-Barr virus, as it may result in a variety of malignancies, in addition to non-neoplastic lesions. These malignancies are further categorized into lymphoproliferative malignancies and epithelial malignancies, specifically carcinomas. Additionally, it is important to include other lymphoproliferative diseases, such as Hodgkin lymphoma, diffuse large B-cell lymphoma, extranodal T/NK cell lymphoma, plasmablastic lymphoma, and primary effusion lymphoma. 

Below is the reference for Author-

Shannon-Lowe C, Rickinson AB, Bell AI. Epstein-Barr virus-associated lymphomas. Philos Trans R Soc Lond B Biol Sci. 2017;372(1732):20160271. doi:10.1098/rstb.2016.0271

Also, add gastric carcinoma along with nasopharyngeal cancer. 

Below is the reference- 

Lung RW, Tong JH, To KF. Emerging roles of small Epstein-Barr virus derived non-coding RNAs in epithelial malignancy. Int J Mol Sci. 2013;14(9):17378-17409. Published 2013 Aug 23. doi:10.3390/ijms140917378

Case history- 

Paragraph 1- 

CRP is generally increased in mono cases. How does the author explain normal levels, which could occur in certain other infections in a minority of patients? Please provide a text explaining normal CRP levels in this context. Below is the reference for you to consider: 

Leung AKC, Kellner JD. Group A β-hemolytic streptococcal pharyngitis in children. Adv Ther 2004; 21(5): 277-87. http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/BF02850032 PMID: 15727397 

In cases of mononucleosis, lymphadenopathy is typically tender. The author has not addressed this pivotal clinical feature, which may assist in differentiating this case from Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL), wherein the lymph nodes are characteristically non-tender. Furthermore, at this age demographic, ALL is predominantly T-cell ALL. Has the author contemplated this particular type of lymph node enlargement in the context of acute leukemias?

I am uncertain regarding the platelet count, which is not included in the manuscript. Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL) typically presents with thrombocytopenia and its manifestations, such as petechiae, purpura, and spontaneous bleeding (epistaxis). Surprisingly, a bone marrow examination was conducted without any reference to the platelet count. I recommend adding the platelet count to the laboratory tests section.   

It is highly recommended to add units next to the lab tests and their normal range. 

Throughout the manuscript, there was no mention of cytotoxic T-cells, which are the cause of leukocytosis. Please update the manuscript.     

Add a table with lab values.

Include images of the patient and especially the peripheral blood smear or bone marrow to support your findings.  

Discussion- Paragraph 3: 

The manuscript indicates that EBV primarily targets B cells; however, it also results in T cell proliferation. Please elaborate on this and include properly documented texts and references that explain the increase in T cell count, a secondary phenomenon observable in any intracellular infection.

Conclusion- 

Please add conclusive findings from your case report and include texts that are well-explained in the manuscript. There isn’t much discussion on treatment, but the conclusion begins with treatment. 

Consider rephrasing and elaborating on the conclusion by incorporating relevant findings. 


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Suggested in the section above. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	YES
	

	Optional/General comments


	It would be great to see the updated manuscript with improved explanations, references, tabulated lab values, images, and so on.    
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