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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This article emphasizes that art, especially music, has played a significant role in the lives of Javanese society since the ancient Javanese period. Music served not only as a form of entertainment but also as a means of expression closely related to religious aspects and social status. The importance of music during that time is reflected in the reliefs at Borobudur Temple, which comprehensively depict the life of the community.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The article title is already appropriate.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is already appropriate.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.

	Overall, the article has been composed using an adequate scholarly approach. However, there are several important points that should be taken into consideration to improve the content and strengthen the arguments, as outlined below:

1. Literature and Comparative Sources
There is a statement attributed to Ferdinandus that lacks a proper academic citation. Providing the appropriate reference is essential to uphold the validity and scholarly integrity of the work.

2. Gap in Literature – First Paragraph
It is advisable to include an explanation of the types of string instruments depicted in the Karmawibhangga reliefs prior to identifying the lute as the primary focus of the study.

3. Gap in Literature – Second Paragraph
Prior research findings indicating that studies on the lute instrument remain largely descriptive in nature should be presented here for context.

4. Result and Discussion – Initial Section
If data from prior research on the lute, as previously requested, is available, it should be used to reinforce the argument in this section. In addition, information on the number of panels in the Karmawibhangga reliefs, how many depict musical instruments, and how many are assumed to represent the lute, should be included to illustrate the significance of musical instruments in ancient Javanese society.

5. Image Sources
Several images, particularly sketches, are missing source attributions. Adding this information is necessary for academic clarity and accuracy.

6. Section 3.3 – Visual Identification
There appears to be a possible error in the reference to “panel number 102,” which, based on the content of the discussion, should likely be “panel 151.” This correction is important to avoid confusion.

7. Discussion – First Paragraph
The claim that certain musical instruments were commonly used by the general public while others were associated with specific social groups requires support from relevant studies or academic sources.

8. Discussion – Second Paragraph
It should be emphasized that the presence of the lute in the relief is presumed to have religious connotations, supported by visual elements such as the Kalpataru tree, figures with sirascakra or prabha. Iconographic references for these symbols should be included.

9. Discussion – Third Paragraph
The inscription mentioned in this section should be briefly explained and accompanied by a citation. If panel 125 is argued to depict a spiritual scene similar to that in panel 102, the iconographic indicators of such a scene should also be elaborated.

10. Discussion – Fourth Paragraph
To clarify the discussion of panel 151, a concise explanation of the inscription’s content should be included in this paragraph along with proper referencing. Additional iconographic studies supporting its religious interpretation may be worth considering. However, the argument proposed by Lakusa, which links this panel more closely to social status, appears more convincing and should be taken into account.

11. Discussion – Fifth Paragraph
Consideration should be given to the social status dimension of the lute instrument, in addition to its religious function. When related to the broader narrative of the Karmawibhangga, which portrays a pre-enlightenment (pre-dharma) phase of human existence, the role of musical instruments in everyday life should be analyzed as part of this overarching context.

12. Discussion – Seventh (Final) Paragraph
The statement regarding the Sape, a two-stringed instrument used in sacred rituals by the Dayak Kayaan community in Kalimantan, requires a reliable academic reference to validate its inclusion.
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	The inclusion of more diverse references is necessary, as previously suggested.
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The use of English is already good.
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