Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	Asian Research Journal of Arts & Social Sciences 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_ARJASS_137322

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Symbolism of Lute Instruments in Borobudur's Karmawibhangga Reliefs: A Semiotic Analysis

	Type of the Article
	Original Research Article


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This article explores the depiction of lute instruments in the Karmawibhangga reliefs of Borobudur—a topic seldom addressed at the intersection of historical study, musical iconography, and ethnomusicology. Drawing on fieldwork, textual analysis, and semiotic interpretation, the author presents original findings that shed new light on this overlooked subject. The study is poised to encourage further research across related disciplines.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes. The formats of the abstract and article are more similar to a scientific paper.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The article provides original and sound argumentation.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The article may benefit from more ethnomusicological, inconographical, and oganological references, particularly on the history of the lute instruments depicted in Borobudur. One article in Chinese is worth reading (probably with the help of a translation tool)--Yindunixiya Poluofutu fota de yuewu shidiao tuxiang yanjiu (Study of musical and dance imagery in the stone reliefs of Borobudur stupa, Indonesia, 印度尼西亚婆罗浮屠佛塔的乐舞石雕图像研究) by Yang Minkang (杨民康). 

 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes.
	

	Optional/General comments


	At the outset, the article would benefit from additional background on Mahayana Buddhism in Java, particularly regarding its cultural and musical influences. For instance, is there any relationship between the popularization of certain musical instruments in Java and the spread of Buddhism? The author suggests that, compared to other instruments, lutes hold a more sacred status; however, this claim would be strengthened by referencing relevant Buddhist texts or scholarly literature that support such aesthetic hierarchies. Additionally, while one of the depicted lutes is noted for its resemblance to the sape, other lutes—as well as the bar zithers—are not discussed in detail. A deeper engagement with ethnomusicological literature, especially concerning the historical transmission of lute instruments across Southeast Asia, would enhance the article’s analytical foundation and broaden its contribution to the field.
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