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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	I find the article fascinating and insightful, as it enlightens the readers on the symbolic function of the lute and music in general relating to the sacrality of the events depicted in the panel.  The article will contribute to knowledge about the function of music in the period depicted in the Borobudur panel. Most interestingly, although a bit limited, is the cross-cultural flow of Southeast Asian music in that particular period.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is suitable as it points to the focus and also to the method of analysis
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is adequately written.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct, although I feel it is a bit too narrow. I would like to read a more extended context, which I will write in optional comments.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	I have no suggestion of other references. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language used is adequate for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The writer focus on the lute only, although other instruments are mentioned. Is the lute central, or does it strongly relate with the other musical accompaniments? If it is so, how would you describe the orchestra. Surely the lute does not play solo, but in an orchestra. 2) I find the mention of Sape very interesting as it relates to other culture. Are there other instruments in the panels related to such crosscultural itneractions? 3) what is described is only the lute as an instrument, but not with the player. Can the player including the gender and the depiction (its position, gestures) be elaborated and their purported meanings discussed?
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