Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	Asian Journal of Soil Science and Plant Nutrition

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_AJSSPN_138076

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Biological Control of Southern Blight in Tomato Caused by Sclerotium rolfsii using Trichoderma spp. under In-Vitro and In-Vivo Conditions

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Biopesticides, derived from living organisms or natural materials, offer affordable and sustainable methods for managing pests, utilizing bacteria, fungi, oomycetes, viruses, and their metabolic by-products. Biological control agents not only mitigate the effects of pathogens but also encourage plant growth, presenting an environmentally friendly solution; thus, further research in this area is essential. While crops are crucial, comprehensive explorations of sustainable management methods, especially biological control, remain limited. Considering the rising global significance, it is imperative to explore these strategies.
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Complete, but it is good some novel results of the yield and yield- related be added
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	Yes, but some paragraphs required citation and some references are old, better to be replaced by recent ones
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	The manuscript presents valuable research, as Southern Blight is a devastating disease and a critical driver for Tomato yield reduction. Thus, the findings will provide management options for the local farmers in the study area and similar other agroecological conditions.
However, still some revisions are necessary, particularly in the following areas:
•       The manuscript needs significant language improvements for clarity, grammar, and readability. This will ensure that the findings are communicated effectively to the target audience.
•       The methodology needs to be revised to clarify how the results were obtained. This section should be more detailed to improve transparency and reproducibility.
 •       The conclusion section looks like a summary, so it must be short and informative.
I am curious whether the study also encompassed molecular verification of the pathogen. Moreover, it seems to lack physiological and biochemical evaluations concerning the antagonistic properties of Trichoderma spp., including the synthesis of chemicals, enzymes, and growth hormones, as well as the impact of these substances on the pathogen. 
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