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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	1. The manuscript offers a timely and critical reflection on systemic failures exposed by COVID-19 across surveillance, healthcare infrastructure, funding, and public trust. This calls for sustained investment in preparedness and response, emphasizing the necessity and urgency of the situation.
2. Addressing the potential of integrating behavioral and social sciences into pandemic preparedness frameworks. This integration has the power to significantly improve public compliance and trust, offering a hopeful and optimistic outlook for the future.
3. It draws attention to the exacerbation of health inequities during the pandemic, such as disparities in access to healthcare, higher infection and mortality rates among marginalized communities, and increased economic and social burdens on vulnerable populations.

4. The manuscript emphasizes the urgent need for improved international cooperation, transparent data sharing, and stronger global surveillance systems.

5. Provides valuable guidance for policymakers, public health officials, and the scientific community to build a more resilient and responsive global health system.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is broad. Please consider a clearer and more descriptive title:

“Lessons from COVID-19 for Future Pandemic Preparedness: Bridging Systemic Gaps in Health Systems and Global Response”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	In the abstract:

1. Please add a clear statement of the article type: opinion article based on critical review
2. Add the scope of analysis

3. Mention key themes covered in the article sections 

4. Consider replacing “collective amnesia” with “lack of sustained institutional learning”

5. Conclude the abstract with a stronger sentence offering practical implications or recommendations for the scientific and policy community
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	- The manuscript is generally clear; However, please ensure English proofreading is completed to maintain grammatical consistency, avoid spelling mistakes, tense consistency, and ensure a uniform concise academic tone throughout the text.

- Use consistent terminology throughout.

- Section 5: HEALTHCARE SYSTEM VULNERABILITIES AND FUNDING CYCLES
Add to further illustrate how strained and poorly governed healthcare resource use became during the pandemic:

“...as illustrated by problems such as mask shortages, inadequate availability of ICU units and hospital beds, and limited stocks of critical drugs and pharmaceutical products [14]. The surge in inappropriate human albumin solution (HAS) use during the COVID-19 pandemic further strained healthcare resources and underscored system vulnerabilities in evidence-based medication governance amid crisis conditions https://doi.org/10.52225/narra.v2i2.82”
- Section 6: INTEGRATING BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Add to support your discussion on public perceptions and behavioral responses:

“Conversely, if people judge the healthcare system to be ill-prepared, unable to protect individuals from infection, and under-resourced to provide necessary care, this perception generates heightened worry and fear (negative attitude), leading to a significant drop in care-seeking behavior [20]. Vaccine hesitancy during the COVID-19 pandemic presented a major challenge to epidemic control, with acceptance rates varying widely across regions, particularly in the MENA, Europe, Central Asia, and Western/Central Africa https://doi.org/10.2147/JMDH.S347669”
- Section 7: GLOBAL COOPERATION IN PANDEMIC PREVENTION
Add recent evidence on SARS-CoV-2 variant classification frameworks to support your point on surveillance and communication gaps:

“This undermines phylogenetic and ecological analyses needed to trace COVID-19, to detect and thwart future zoonotic threats at their emergence. A new evidence-based framework for SARS-CoV-2 variant classification is needed to reduce public alarm, guide rational policymaking, and support durable public health responses as the virus continues to diversify https://accscience.com/journal/MI/articles/online_first/5081 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Please ensure that the reference list follows journal formatting guidelines.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	- The manuscript is generally clear; However, please ensure English proofreading is completed to maintain grammatical consistency, avoid spelling mistakes, tense consistency, and ensure a uniform concise academic tone throughout the text.

- Use consistent terminology throughout.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The integration of themes such as funding cycles, behavioral insights, and systemic vulnerabilities adds valuable perspective
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