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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript establishes a comprehensive SSR‐based approach to assess genetic diversity and drought tolerance in African and Liberian upland rice, addressing a critical need in crop‐improvement research. The combined use of PIC, heterozygosity, and AMOVA metrics offers a methodological benchmark for future germplasm evaluations. Its marker profiles and genetic clusters will directly inform breeder efforts to develop drought‐resistant cultivars adapted to challenging environments.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable as is.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract: The short summary clearly presents the objective and the application of the seven SSR markers in twenty rice varieties, but it would be worthwhile to quantify the main results of the PIC values ​​and heterozygosity for greater transparency.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, it is. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, they are. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	It is suitable. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	Abstract: The short summary clearly presents the objective and the application of the seven SSR markers in twenty rice varieties, but it would be worthwhile to quantify the main results of the PIC values ​​and heterozygosity for greater transparency.

Material and Methods: The origin of the samples and the basics of the SSR protocol are well documented, however, details of PCR-cycling parameters, software versions used and statistical thresholds are missing.

Results: The results of the cluster analysis and AMOVA are detailed, but instead of frequent repetitions and long series of numbers, a summary table would help to highlight the most important trends.

Conclusion: A separate, concise concluding chapter is missing; it would be worthwhile to summarize the main results and practical conclusions in bullet points.
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