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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Rice is a major staple food in the world. Drought tolerance is most desirable for the high quality and production. Use of molecular markers is reliable for desirable trait selection as these avoid the environment interaction. The study aims at selecting drought tolerant rice varieties with the use of SSR markers that could be helpful to identify new source of resistance against drought. These identified varieties could be directly used by the farmers in drought prone areas and also used as donor parent in future breeding programme.  
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
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	Title may also be written as “Identification of drought tolerant upland land rice varieties using Simple Sequence Repeat (SSR’s) markers”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract could be simplified by adding only necessary information about the markers showing polymorphism, heterozygosity and diversity among the rice varieties. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
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	Optional/General comments


	Very few (only six) markers were used in the study. The source of markers used in the study is not mentioned. Whether these markers were used in the previous studies and validated for drought tolerance.  
The article is written scientifically correct. There is need to add information about the source of molecular markers used. In Fig. 1 the DNA profile of one marker is showed but written as 6 primers, it should corrected with the name of marker. Target band size of each DNA marker could be mentioned in the table.  
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