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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	-This paper reveals important insights into the health dangers linked to heavy metal exposure in areas near mineral deposits, focusing on artisanal gold mining activities in Côte d'Ivoire.
-Significantly, the study highlights the critical need for public health initiatives, rigorous environmental monitoring, and policy changes to safeguard at-risk communities from exposing to toxic exposure.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	- The title appeared suitable as it provides description and clarity of the scope.
However, it can be improved by in line with its significance to Public Health.
Suggested tittle: Assessment of Health Risks of Heavy Metal Contamination in a Gold Mining Community: The Case of the Village of Zagouta in Bouafle Department


	-

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· The abstract significantly covers the essential components. However, here are suggestions for modification

· Terms like "ICP-AAS” Inductively Coupled Plasma Atomic Absorption Spectrometry). Should be well stated especially when is being mentioned for the first time
· The study design and sampling technique for the study should be included


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	- The sample size is too small (n = 22) This considerably reduces the statistical power of these results., it poses bias to the generalizability of the result. 

-No consistency in the use of measurement units. For example, the author used µg/L and μmol/L interchangeably 

-The study has limited discussion on its significance to Public Health.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	· The references cover relevant areas and most of the literature are recent.
Suggestion:

The author should include recent references from the report of international agencies such as WHO as related to Heavy metal exposure in gold mining environment
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	- The scientific ideas appear sound and clear; however, the manuscript needs to be proofread to be suitable for scholarly publication
- Some language in the article appeared informal and casual and hence reduced its scientific strength, 
	

	Optional/General comments


	- This study provides relevant public health issue by assessing heavy metal exposure among residents living near artisanal gold-mining areas in Côte d’Ivoire.
However, it requires some language improvement and modifications for publication
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