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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insights into the gender-based constraints and opportunities in the oil palm value chain, highlighting the unequal access to resources, technology and decision-making between male and female smallholder farmers in Southeast Nigeria, thereby contributing to the broader discourse on gender equity in agriculture and offering actionable policy recommendations for enhancing gender-sensitive practices and sustainable development in the agricultural sector.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes, title of the article suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is comprehensive, but it could benefit from briefly mentioning specific policy recommendations or interventions that could address the gender disparities identified, along with a more explicit connection to the broader implications for sustainable agricultural development in Nigeria.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct as it provides a well-structured analysis of gender-based constraints in the oil palm value chain, supported by appropriate data collection methods, including surveys and group discussions. The use of statistical tools such as t-tests to assess gender differences in roles, access to resources and opportunities is appropriate and adds rigor to the study. The findings align with existing literature on gender disparities in agricultural sectors, particularly regarding land access, credit and technology. Furthermore, the manuscript offers practical recommendations for improving gender equity in the oil palm industry, which are grounded in the research data and consistent with established frameworks in gender studies and agricultural development.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and recent, though including additional studies on gender equity in agricultural value chains and the role of CSR in supporting female farmers could further strengthen the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the article are generally suitable for scholarly communication, though some sentences could be rephrased for better clarity and flow. A thorough proofreading would help address minor grammatical issues and improve overall readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The manuscript effectively highlights the gender disparities in the oil palm value chain and the challenges faced by female farmers in accessing resources and decision-making opportunities.

· The use of both quantitative and qualitative data strengthens the study and offers a well-rounded understanding of gender dynamics in agriculture.

· It would be beneficial to provide more concrete examples of how gender-sensitive interventions have been successfully implemented in similar agricultural contexts to further support the recommendations.

· The findings are insightful and have significant policy implications, a more in-depth exploration of the cultural factors influencing gender roles in the region would enhance the manuscript.

· While the statistical analysis is robust, further elaboration on the methodology and the rationale for the selected sampling method would help improve transparency.

· The manuscript could benefit from a clearer link between the identified constraints and the specific steps stakeholders can take to address them, particularly in terms of policy and community engagement.

· The discussion on the role of CSR initiatives in promoting gender equity is a valuable addition and could be expanded with specific examples from other regions to underscore its potential impact.
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