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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript highlights the impact of income changes as a mediator between socioeconomic factors and mental health during COVID-19 in Egypt, using GSEM models. It fills a research gap in the Middle East and offers useful insights for targeted policy and mental health interventions. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The  title is appropriate and clearly reflects the content and scope of the manuscript. However, it may be slightly long. A more concise version could be:
Mental Health and Socioeconomic Inequality During COVID-19: Income as a Mediator in a GSEM-Based Study in Egypt
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The introduction and abstract do not clearly highlight the study’s aim, the research gap, or the rationale for using GSEM. A concise statement should be added to address these points.
Suggested addition: (This study addresses a regional research gap by examining income as a mediator between socioeconomic factors and mental health during COVID-19 in Egypt. GSEM is suitable here as it captures both direct and indirect effects within complex relationships).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct.

The methodology is appropriate, and the use of GSEM is suitable for analysing both direct and indirect effects between socioeconomic factors, income changes, and mental health. The model is technically described before the results section, and variables are clearly defined and coded. However, while the structure and equations are presented, the manuscript lacks a brief conceptual explanation of why GSEM was chosen and how it fits the study objectives. Adding a short rationale for using GSEM in the methodology section would enhance the clarity and strengthen the theoretical justification.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are generally sufficient and include a wide range of relevant and recent sources (2020–2023), with a good balance of global and regional studies, including those from the MENA region. This enhances the contextual relevance of the research.

However, to further strengthen the theoretical foundation, the author is encouraged to add 1–2 recent references that demonstrate the conceptual and methodological justification for using GSEM in health or social science research especially in pandemic-related or income mental health mediation contexts.

Suggested additions:
Yao, R., & Zhang, J. (2025). Pandemic-induced job loss and mental health: Evidence from a moderated mediation model. Review of Development Economics, 29(2), 1273–1293.
 https://ideas.repec.org/a/bla/rdevec/v29y2025i2p1273-1293.html.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English language used in the manuscript is generally clear and understandable, and it meets the standard for scholarly communication.
The text is well-structured and conveys the intended meaning effectively. However, a few minor grammatical and stylistic improvements may enhance readability and flow. A light language edit is recommended to ensure consistency and polish before publication.
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