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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	· The manuscript addresses a critical issue in science education—improving student performance through innovative teaching strategies, specifically the Center-Based Learning Approach (CBLA).
· It contributes to the growing body of research advocating for student-centered pedagogies, especially in contexts where traditional methods have shown limited effectiveness.
· The study provides empirical evidence from a quasi-experimental design, strengthening the case for CBLA in junior high school science curricula.
· Its relevance is heightened by the persistent underperformance of Filipino students in national and international science assessments, making the findings timely and impactful.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	· The current title is clear, concise, and accurately reflects the content and focus of the study.
· Optional Suggestion (for broader appeal): "Enhancing Science Learning Outcomes through Center-Based Learning: A Quasi-Experimental Study in Junior High School"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	· The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured, summarizing the background, methodology, key findings, and implications.
· Suggestions for Improvement:
· Include the specific statistical method used (ANCOVA) to strengthen the methodological clarity.
· Briefly mention the teachers’ perception component to reflect the dual focus of the study.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· The manuscript is scientifically sound, with a clear research design, valid instruments, and appropriate statistical analysis.
· The use of ANCOVA is justified and well-explained, and the findings are supported by both quantitative data and teacher feedback.
· The conclusions are consistent with the results and grounded in relevant literature.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	· The references are generally sufficient and include both foundational and recent sources (up to 2025).
· Suggestions:
· Consider adding more international studies on CBLA or constructivist science teaching to broaden the theoretical grounding.
· Ensure all URLs are accessible and properly formatted.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	· The language is mostly clear and appropriate for scholarly communication.
· Minor Suggestions:
· Some sentences could be tightened for clarity and conciseness.
· Occasional grammatical refinements (e.g., verb tense consistency) would enhance readability.
	

	Optional/General comments

	· This is a well-executed and relevant study that offers practical implications for science educators and policymakers.
· The integration of teacher perceptions adds depth and contextual relevance to the findings.
· Future studies could explore longitudinal impacts of CBLA or its application in other subject areas.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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