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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	The paper indeed highlights the need for further research on under-explored topics related to the experiences of special education teachers of Deaf or hard-of-hearing learners. Teachers are important actors who enable access and equity of education for learners from marginalised groups, including Deaf and hard-of-hearing learners. Thus, it is important to scrutinise the environment they are in, the way such environment affects their capacities and experiences, and the impact of those effects on their students.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title of the article is suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Please write the full term “special education” in the beginning sentence and place the acronym “SPEC) in parentheses. Then, the author may use the acronym from that point on.The last two sentences in the abstract are not sufficiently reflected in the manuscript. The essence of such points should be sufficiently addressed in the discussion and/or conclusion section. The keywords “purposive sampling, thematic analysis, Region XI, Philippines” are not appropriately mentioned in the abstract. Please mention them where appropriate in the abstract. Change the keyword “qualitative-phenomenological inquiry” to “phenomenology” or “phenomenological approach”
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript contains basic components of a scientific paper. However, several additions and corrections. First, in the methodology section, the author must elaborate research participants’ background: Are they teaching Deaf/hard-of-hearing learners at the primary or secondary level of education? What is their level of sign language proficiency? What is the average number and degree of hearing impairment of their students? Second, please replace the phrase “SPED teachers” with research participants in both the results and discussion sections to avoid generalisation. Third, please showcase and quote research participants about challenges in performing their duties as teachers, be it individual, interpersonal (teacher-family/parents or teacher-community relationships) or structural (e.g., school climate, resources, etc). Fourth, in the discussion section, do not just echo what has been highlighted/espoused by previous research or other scholars, but interrogate your research findings in a larger context (this is where you can adequately put forward your analysis and thoughts to reflect the last two sentences in the abstract).
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	The references are sufficient and appropriate. 
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