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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses a timely and important issue concerning the degradation of urban freshwater ecosystems due to rapid urbanization and inadequate institutional interventions. The case of Shahpura Lake in Bhopal is contextually relevant, especially for developing countries undergoing similar transitions. The study provides a useful empirical contribution to understanding how anthropogenic pressures, combined with governance deficiencies, impact water quality. It contributes to the growing body of literature on urban ecology, water governance, and environmental sustainability.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate and reflects the content of the manuscript. It clearly indicates both the geographic focus and thematic emphasis.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative but can be improved by explicitly stating:

· the specific water quality parameters analyzed;

· the key findings in quantitative terms;

· and the type of government interventions evaluated.

A stronger conclusion statement in the abstract is also recommended.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall, the manuscript is scientifically sound and technically robust. The methodology is valid, although the sampling approach and spatial resolution of data could be described in greater detail. The findings are consistent with existing studies and appropriately interpreted.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and relevant. However, several recent international studies (2022–2024) on urban water bodies, water pollution indices, and remote sensing applications in water quality monitoring could be added to strengthen the literature review.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language is generally clear but requires minor grammatical and stylistic improvements for better academic readability. Occasional sentence restructuring and clearer transitions would enhance coherence.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· A comparative discussion with other urban lakes in India (e.g., Powai, Ulsoor) would provide better contextualization.

· It is recommended to include a figure showing land use changes over time using GIS or satellite imagery.

· The policy recommendations section should be more elaborated and aligned with current national or municipal strategies.
The manuscript is a valuable contribution to the literature on water governance in urbanizing regions. With improvements in the abstract, language clarity, and policy relevance, it is suitable for publication.
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