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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript emphasizes the critical role of fostering strong linkages between business networks and local communities in enhancing the growth and resilience of small and medium enterprises (SMEs). By examining the influence of various environmental factors on financial performance, the study provides valuable insights that can help SMEs in Bushenyi-Ishaka Municipality develop adaptive strategies aimed at improving profitability and ensuring long-term sustainability. Furthermore, a comprehensive understanding of the constraints and opportunities within the local business environment encourages innovation and strategic differentiation. Such capabilities are essential for SMEs to remain competitive and thrive in the increasingly dynamic and challenging economic landscape of the region.
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