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Based on

An Essay on Public Expenditure in India since Independence

In this study, authors explore the function of fiscal federalism and the increasing influence of state governments on public spending, highlighting the problems and intricacies of managing public finances in a varied and populous nation.  

The paper is nicely written and tries to connect with the objective of the research. Some minor changes are required to improve the overall quality of the paper.

Some minor changes or Suggestions for Improvement to author are as follows:
1. Title Revision
The word "Essay" in the title may understate the academic rigor of the paper. Consider using "Study," "Analysis," or “Analytical Review” to convey a more scholarly tone.
2. Abstract Structure
The abstract lacks clear structural segmentation, making it difficult to distinguish between objectives, methodology, findings, and implications. A more organized presentation would enhance clarity and academic rigor.
3. Lack of Clarity in Methodology
The abstract does not specify whether the study adopts a descriptive, analytical, or quantitative approach. A brief mention would strengthen the abstract.
4. Section Consistency and Flow
Some sections (e.g., post-liberalisation and beyond) feel more descriptive and less analytical. Consider synthesizing key findings to avoid repetition.

5. Citation Formatting
Ensure proper and consistent citation style throughout. Some sources (e.g., Wikipedia, Brainly, Byju’s) are not academically robust and should be replaced with more reliable references.

6. Recommendation to Add One More Key Indicator: Public Expenditure on Education

A notable gap in the analysis is the lack of focused discussion on public expenditure in education, which is a critical component of social sector spending and human capital development. Highlight how public expenditure on education has remained consistently around 3% of GDP, far below the Kothari Commission's target of 6%, as well as the requirements for achieving SDG 4.

7. Some more important references should be added as below:

· Moeed, A. (2023). Financing of Higher Education in India: An Econometric Analysis. Empirical Economic Letters, 22(12), 221–232. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10514820
· Moeed, A. & Afjal, M. (2024). Educational Empowerment: Evolution, Innovations and Challenges of Educational Financing in Commercial Bank. Cogent Economics & Finance, 12(1), 2339519. https://doi.org/10.1080/23322039.2024.2339519
· Moeed, A., Sherwani, A., & Khan, M.A. (2025). Financing of Higher Education in India and Saudi Arabia: A Comparative Empirical Analysis of Budgetary Allocations, Growth Trends, and Developmental Outcomes. Journal of Information Systems Engineering and Management, 10(45s), 334–356. https://doi.org/10.52783/jisem.v10i45s.8780
· Tilak, J.B.G. (2003). Public Expenditure on Education in India: A Review of Trends and Emerging Issues. In Financing in India: Current Issues and Changing Perspectives. New Delhi: Ravi Books.

· Chattopadhyay, S. (2018). Social Sector Expenditure in India in the 2000s: Trends and Implications. SAGE Journals.
Our Final Decision: Accept after the above modifications.
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