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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study about financial smallholder farmers is very important not only to the scientific research community but other parties as well. Yes, this study does add vital knowledge to existing studies on the subject matter. 
However, the author should add a sub-heading on the Significance of the Study highlighting the importance of this studies to various parties e.g. financial institutions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the study is suitable and very relevant 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The study ultrastrict is comprehensive.
However, the author should consider adding a few introductory lines highlight the statement of the problem and research gaps. For example, a few words summarizing the following portion captured by the author under the study introduction could be considered:

Little or none of these studies examined the influence of socio-economic factors on loan repayment ability among rice farmers in North-West agricultural zone of Benue State, Nigeria. This study is therefore, intended to fill the existing gaps through investigating factors affecting loan repayment of rice farmers in the study area as well as ascertaining which of these factors significantly influence loan repayment in the study area
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically, correct and relevant.
However, to make it more scientific, the author is advised to consider adding the following components:

· Statement of the Problem (after Introduction section)
· Research Hypotheses

· Justification of the Study

· Research Philosophy

· Conceptual Framework

· Theoretical Review
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	No, the references are not enough. Perhaps, if the author does add the recombed additional study components, additional references will emerge as of necessity. 
The following reference is outdated and needs to be replaced with a more current one:

National Population Commission, (NPC, 2006). National Population Census Report, Abuja.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Absolutely yes, the language quality of the article is suitable for scholarly communications.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The data analysis is scientifically well done. Good job to the author.
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