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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	
	

	Optional/General comments


	1.
The paper mentions it has been  following the PRISMA methodology.

2.
The paper has done a fairly good job of identifying the different parameters, contours in the context of review of past studies, in this regard.

3.
The methodology party needs to be more descriptive with tables giving of the no of papers in each source that has been considered over the period 2015-2024.

4.
No results for thematic analysis done has been diagrammatically presented too 

5.
The PRISMA approach has not been fully applied or adhered to and detailed disclosures for no of  papers consulted in each category, search source has not been mentioned clearly. It would be better to have a suitable table to that effect. 

6.
However in Art 3 , while it mentions the period of research 2015-2024 and has made search of Web of science , Scopus, Jstor , science direct etc , it does not give the flow diagram or details of the number of articles or reviews the author has visited in the process for this study.

7.
It however mentions that –“However, core themes were i) the promotion of financial inclusion through fintech, ii) the dissolution of traditional finance barriers, and iii) the contribution of digital innovation towards MSME resilience and iv) the contribution to GDP and employment “.

8.
It does not consider the other possible themes like convenience, regulatory inadequacy, advent of AI ,( this is crucial as AI is going affect major financial services delivery and applications in the fintech area )and Cyber security related aspects.

9.
The acceptability of these scores as given by  fintech and lack of common yardsticks for this scores to be accepted by lending institutions, banks, and fintechs is not discussed.

10.
The impact of Fintech lending to SMEs and how it is going to affect the brick and mortar, banking services sector, financial services sector could have been briefly introduced or touched up using a theme suitably, or its proxy indicator . This has not been done.

11.
The green finance theme for fintechs used for assessment of credit worthiness without reams of paper and its ESG impact has been only briefly mentioned, though the author has acknowledged and referred to some studies influencing ESG – which could have been brought out as a theme.

12.
Overall and subject to the above the paper appears to be fairly in order, though certain key elements are missing in themes and conclusion.
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