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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper is particularly important for scientific community, as the demand for plant-based functional food is increasing especially in areas where animal milk is unavailable. When soy milk is blended with indigenous and nutritionally rich ingredients, such as date powder and beetroot extract, the study not only offers a sustainable option to dairy yogurt, it also shows promise in addressing nutritional deficiencies, such as anemia. 

The report of the optimization of the formulation parameters using response surface methodology (RSM) indicates more precision and repeatability in the experimentation. It is also contextually appropriate for low-resource environments and consistent with global patterns of food innovation, sustainability, and public health nutrition.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is mostly suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well-organized and complete, offering good insight into the purpose, methods, findings, and significance of the research. There are one or two small areas where clarity could be improved.

Recommendation 1: Provide the reason why beetroot and dates were chosen according to their nutritional profiles.

Recommendation 2: Mention the public health significance (e.g., reduction in anemia) in the form of a concluding statement.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally sufficient and recent, with many from 2020–2024.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is generally good and suitable for scholarly communication, but some sentences could be improved for conciseness and flow.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is of high quality and near-ready for publication with only modest improvements in language flow, abstract enhancement, and literature depth.
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