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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an increasingly important topic of the hydrological consequences of forest fires in ecologically sensitive regions. Through detailed water balance modeling and integration of satellite data, the study presents quantitative insights into post-fire changes in evapotranspiration and water storage across five forest types in Uttarakhand, India. The findings are particularly relevant for climate-resilient land and water management, especially in data-scarce, fire-prone regions. By highlighting spatial variability in hydrological responses and identifying key drivers of post-fire decline, this work contributes valuable information to the disciplines of hydrology, forest ecology, and environmental management.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	As current title of the “Hydrological Impacts of Forest Disturbances and Water Balance Changes in Fire-affected sites of Uttarakhand, India”, It would be more suitable that change the title for better understanding and reach audacity for wide range “Hydrological Impacts of Forest Fires on Water Balance Across Ecosystems in Uttarakhand, India” OR “Post-Fire Hydrological Alterations in Forest Ecosystems of Uttarakhand, India”

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	A few refinements can improve clarity and focus of the abstract

1. Clarify that change in storage reflects overall water availability.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript appears scientifically sound. The use of established hydrological models (Thornthwaite-Mather and SCS-CN) and remotely sensed data is appropriate. The methodology is logically explained, and results are coherently presented with supporting figures. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited are largely relevant and include recent sources (e.g., 2018–2023) and sufficient.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally well-written and understandable.
	

	Optional/General comments


	It is found that Literature review section is missing, it is advised to add this section for more clarity and understandings. 
The manuscript presents a meaningful investigation into the influence of forest disturbances on hydrological responses in the Western Himalayan region, specifically Uttarakhand, India. The topic aligns well with the journal's scope and is of significant regional and global relevance given the ongoing climatic and land-use changes.

However, the manuscript requires minor revisions before it can be considered for publication. Key concerns include the need for improvement in Literature Review. Additionally, a deeper engagement with recent literature is recommended to strengthen the contextual foundation of the study.
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