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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The paper highlights how microplastics are already present in the groundwater system. This is particularly important as several studies have already shown the dangers of microplastic contamination in bodies of water. Moreover, a lot of communities all over the world still relies on groundwater supply for drinking and cooking purposes.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the article is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and recent.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is suitable for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	INTRODUCTION
1. First paragraph mentioned about MPs. This should first be introduced before the acronym MP is used. After introducing the acronym, it can now be used in the succeeding parts of the article.
· “MPs have attracted considerable attention…” should be “Microplastics (MP) have attracted considerable attention…”
METHODOLOGY

2. The acronym MP must be introduced in the introduction section, not in the methodology section. Since “MP” was already used multiple times in the introduction section.
RESULTS

3. The subheading 3.1.2 Specific Sources of MP Contamination was repeated.
4. The format of the image caption should follow the format prescribed in the “Word paper template” in the journal’s website.
· Fig 1 to Fig 4 should be corrected.

5. The subheadings under 3.3.1 Surface Water to Groundwater should follow the prescribed formate in the “Word paper template” in the journal’s website.
· Instead of A. Sources and Characteristics of MPs in Surface Water, it should be 3.3.3.1 Sources and Characteristics of MPs in Surface Water
6. Please do the same for the subheadings under 3.3.2 Soil and Unsaturated Zone to Groundwater
EFFECTS OF MPs in GROUNDWATER

7. Please observe proper punctuation. Some of the sentences do not have a period. The in-text citation should be placed before the period.
CONCLUSIONS

8. The conclusion is very general for freshwaters, whereas the title specifically highlighted groundwater. Hence, groundwater should be the specific focus in the conclusions.
CITATIONS

9. Please use the prescribed citation for, e.g., (Esfandiari et al., 2022) instead of [Esfandiary A et al, 2022]. This formatting was indicated from the “Word paper template” in the journal’s website.
10. The words “et al” should be “et al.” since it is the short form of the Latin word “et alia”.
11. When citations are in the narrative format, only the year should be enclosed in the parenthesis. 
· “For instance, [Leideu et al, 2023] investigated the presence of MPs…” should be “For instance, Leideu et al., (2023) investigated the presence of MPs…”
12. The citation format is inconsistent throughout the whole document.
REFERENCES

13. Please follow the formatting of references indicated from the “Word paper template” in the journal’s website.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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