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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides critical insights into the severe contamination of the Santiago River, emphasizing the ecological and public health risks posed by heavy metals and untreated discharges. By employing multiple water quality indices, it offers a replicable framework for assessing polluted water bodies globally.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Alternative title:

Heavy Metal Contamination and Ecological-Health Risks in the Santiago River, Mexico: A Multiyear Water Quality Assessment
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive but could be improved by explicitly naming key heavy metals (e.g., Al, As, Hg) exceeding standards and highlighting the correlation analysis linking pollution to anthropogenic activities.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the study is methodologically robust
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are recent (up to 2022)
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is suitable for scholarly communication but requires minor editing for grammatical errors
	

	Optional/General comments


	Questions for the Authors:

1.Why does the methodology mention "lake water samples" when the study focuses on a river?

2.Can you elaborate on plans for epidemiological studies to directly link diseases to river pollution?

3.What specific mitigation measures do you recommend for reducing industrial and agricultural discharges?

4.How do your findings compare to other heavily polluted rivers in Latin America?
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