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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers significant empirical insight into the saving and investment behaviours of rural women in an under-researched part of Ghana. It contributes to the broader discourse on financial inclusion, rural development, and gender empowerment, making it a valuable addition to development economics literature. The study’s findings can be used to inform policy formulation and the design of targeted interventions for rural women’s economic empowerment.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear, descriptive, and accurately reflects the study content. No change required.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally well-structured and informative. However, it can be improved by briefly including the key findings (e.g., savings were among the least prioritised expenditures, percentage with access to financial services, etc.). This would enhance clarity for readers.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically valid. The use of descriptive statistics is appropriate, though adding inferential analysis (e.g., regression) could further strengthen the conclusions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are mostly adequate and relevant. However, inclusion of more recent literature (post-2020) on rural financial inclusion or women’s financial literacy would improve the robustness of the literature base
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript would benefit from moderate language editing. Issues like repetition (“SavingSaving”), awkward phrasing, and inconsistent tenses should be corrected to improve academic clarity and readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The structure of the manuscript is coherent. The conceptual framework is relevant but should be more concisely presented to avoid redundancy. Tables are useful, but figures (especially Figure 2) need clearer labeling. A statement regarding ethical clearance should also be added.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

Ethical clearance or informed consent from participants is not mentioned. Authors should explicitly confirm that appropriate ethical procedures were followed.
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