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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers significant value to the scientific community by extensively exploring the status, challenges, and opportunities associated with organic farming in Northeast India. By emphasizing sustainability and environmental stewardship, the manuscript highlights organic farming's role in improving soil health, biodiversity, and food security while reducing the environmental impact of conventional agriculture. Furthermore, it provides valuable insights into traditional farming practices and their integration with modern techniques, which can serve as a model for sustainable agriculture globally. The comprehensive review of policies, socioeconomic impacts, and future prospects makes it a critical resource for policymakers, researchers, and agricultural practitioners aiming to advance organic farming practices and enhance rural livelihoods in environmentally sensitive regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title, "Organic Farming in India: Current Status and Opportunities for Future Development in the Northeast Region," is appropriate as it clearly conveys the manuscript's focus on organic farming in Northeast India, its current state, and potential for growth. However, it could be made more concise and impactful to better align with academic standards and attract a broader audience. Accordingly, I would suggest following alternate titles:
1. "Organic Farming in Northeast India: Current Status and Future Opportunities"
2. "Sustainability and Growth: Organic Farming Prospects in Northeast India"
3. "Organic Agriculture in Northeast India: Challenges and Pathways for Development"
4. "Advancing Organic Farming in Northeast India: A Sustainable Approach to Agriculture"
These options maintain the focus while offering a more streamlined and engaging presentation.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract effectively outlines the key themes of the article, including the principles of organic farming, its environmental and societal impacts, and its relevance to the Northeast region of India. However, some refinements can enhance its clarity and focus:

Suggested Additions:

1. Explicit Mention of Scope: Highlight that the review is focused on the Northeast region of India. This would immediately inform readers about the geographical focus of the study.

2. Data Highlights: Include key statistics or unique findings, such as the percentage of agricultural land under organic farming in the Northeast or India's position in global organic production.

3. Challenges: Briefly mention the main challenges faced in promoting organic farming in India to balance the discussion.

4. Contribution Statement: Clarify the unique contribution of this review, such as synthesizing information from diverse sources or proposing specific future strategies.

Suggested Deletions or Refinements:

1. Redundancies: Phrases like "producing food that is free from synthetic chemicals" repeat concepts already implicit in the definition of organic farming. Simplify to avoid over-explanation.

2. Ambiguity: The sentence about the unclear availability of organic feed materials could be revised for precision or omitted if it is less critical to the focus of the abstract.
	

	Are subsections and structure of the manuscript appropriate?
	The manuscript has a well-organized structure, which is generally suitable for scholarly communication. However, there is room for improvement in subsections and structural coherence to enhance readability and logical flow.

Strengths:

1. Logical Order: The manuscript progresses systematically, starting with the abstract, followed by the introduction, main sections, and conclusion.

2. Focus on Regional Context: The focus on Northeast India is appropriately emphasized, with detailed subsections on farming patterns, challenges, and prospects.

3. Use of Figures and Tables: Visual aids like figures and tables add clarity and break up large sections of text effectively.

Suggestions for Improvement:

1. Subsection Titles:

· Some subsection titles, such as "Impact of organic farming" and "Farming in the NER," are overly broad. Consider revising them to be more specific. For instance:

· "Impact of organic farming" → "Environmental and Economic Impacts of Organic Farming"

· "Farming in the NER" → "Organic Farming Practices in Northeast India"

· Ensure consistency in capitalization and formatting (e.g., "4. Overview of the northeast states and it’s farming patterns" should use "its" instead of "it’s").

2. Redundancy in Subsections:

· Sections like "Growth of Organic Agriculture in India's Northeast" and "Prospects for Organic Agriculture in Northeastern India" overlap in content. Consider merging them or clarifying their distinct purposes.

3. Addition of a Methodology Section:

· If applicable, include a "Methodology" section to explain how data was collected or analyzed (e.g., secondary literature review, case studies).

4. Inclusion of the objectives of the study: The objective of study is a valuable addition, as it clearly outlines the scope and purpose of the research. This helps readers understand the specific focus of the paper and its intended contributions. A section explicitly stating the objectives should be placed right after the introduction, prior to the main body of the manuscript. This allows readers to grasp the focus of the research before delving into detailed discussions.
5. Inclusion of Discussion Section:

· A distinct "Discussion" section could help synthesize findings and compare the potential of Northeast India with global organic farming trends, providing deeper insights.

6. Placement of Figures and Tables:

· Ensure all figures and tables are referenced in the text and placed close to the relevant content for ease of understanding.

7. Conclusion and Future Directions:

· Expand the conclusion to summarize key findings more comprehensively and suggest actionable recommendations for stakeholders. It could also include a brief reflection on the manuscript's limitations and areas for future research.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears to be scientifically sound and comprehensive, covering key aspects of organic farming, particularly its implementation and challenges in Northeast India. However, a detailed review of its scientific validity would involve evaluating the following areas:

Strengths:

1. Thorough Literature Review: The manuscript includes a broad range of sources, which enhances its credibility.

2. Regional Focus: It highlights the unique aspects of Northeast India, such as traditional farming practices and biodiversity, which are well-supported by references.

3. Quantitative Data: The inclusion of specific statistics (e.g., organic farming areas, rainfall patterns, soil conditions) strengthens its scientific rigor.

4. Citations and Sources: The manuscript references recent studies and authoritative sources, such as government reports and peer-reviewed journals.

Potential Concerns or Recommendations:

1. Clarity of Data Presentation:

· Ensure that figures and tables are adequately labeled and referenced in the text.

· Verify that all numerical data, such as organic farming areas and productivity statistics, align with cited sources.

2. Scientific Rigor:

· Some claims, such as "organic farming offers greater financial advantages," should be explicitly linked to data or studies to avoid overgeneralization.

· If findings on biodiversity or health benefits are based on secondary sources, ensure they are accurately summarized and interpreted.

3. Balanced Discussion:

· While the benefits of organic farming are well-discussed, the challenges (e.g., higher costs, lower initial yields) could be explored more thoroughly, with quantitative evidence where possible.

4. Terminology Consistency:

· Define key terms clearly, especially technical ones like "bio-fertilizers" and "green manures," and ensure consistent usage throughout.

5. Validation of Conclusions:

· The conclusion emphasizes the potential for organic farming in Northeast India but could benefit from stronger ties to the data presented. Highlight specific examples of success or opportunities.

6. References Verification:

· Cross-check the references for accuracy and completeness, ensuring that all cited works are accessible and appropriately attributed.

If these aspects are addressed, the manuscript can be deemed scientifically robust.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references included in the manuscript cover a wide range of relevant topics, from the principles of organic farming to its application in Northeast India. Many references appear recent and authoritative, enhancing the manuscript’s scientific foundation.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality of the manuscript is suitable for scholarly communication, as it demonstrates clarity and a formal tone. However, there are areas where improvements can enhance readability, precision, and adherence to academic standards.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript presents a comprehensive and region-specific study on organic farming in Northeast India. It highlights the unique opportunities and challenges in this area while aligning its discussion with broader global and national contexts. While the manuscript is well-structured and informative, some areas could be refined to improve its scholarly impact and clarity.

Positive Aspects:

1. Relevance: The focus on organic farming, particularly in the Northeast Indian context, addresses a timely and significant topic given the global emphasis on sustainable agriculture.

2. Content Depth: The manuscript provides a detailed analysis of traditional farming practices, environmental impacts, and socioeconomic challenges.

3. Data Support: The inclusion of statistics, references, and figures enhances the credibility of the arguments presented.

4. Potential Contribution: This study has the potential to contribute valuable insights for policymakers, researchers, and practitioners in the field of sustainable agriculture.

Areas for Improvement:

1. Clarity and Focus: Some sections could benefit from tighter writing to avoid redundancy and improve clarity. For instance, overlapping discussions on challenges and prospects of organic farming can be consolidated.

2. Integration of Global Context: Adding a brief comparison of Northeast India’s organic farming practices with other successful global regions could provide a broader perspective.

3. Methodology Details: The absence of a clear methodology limits understanding of how the data and insights were compiled. Including this would enhance transparency.

4. Discussion Section: A dedicated discussion section synthesizing findings and connecting them to broader themes in organic agriculture would strengthen the manuscript.

5. Conclusion Expansion: The conclusion could summarize key findings more effectively, emphasize the manuscript’s contributions, and outline actionable recommendations for stakeholders.

6. Language Precision: Minor grammatical adjustments and simplifications in overly complex sentences would improve readability.

Suggestions for Additional Content:

1. Policy Recommendations: Explicit suggestions for policymakers to overcome the challenges of organic farming in Northeast India could add practical value.

2. Future Research Directions: Highlighting gaps in current research and areas for further study could inspire additional work in this field.

3. Acknowledgment of Limitations: A brief note on the study’s limitations, such as reliance on secondary data or regional focus, would demonstrate academic rigor.

Overall, the manuscript is a strong contribution to the field but could benefit from some structural and content refinements to maximize its impact. 
	


	Editorial Comments (This section is reserved for the comments from journal editorial office and editors):



	
	Author’s Feedback

	You are hereby suggested to include following recent references to improve the quality of the manuscript.
Adetunji, C. O., Anani, O. A., Olaniyan, O. T., Inobeme, A., Olisaka, F. N., Uwadiae, E. O., & Obayagbona, O. N. (2021). Recent trends in organic farming. Microbiological activity for soil and plant health management, 507-545.

Behera, Kambaska Kumar, et al. "Organic farming history and techniques." Agroecology and strategies for climate change (2012): 287-328.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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