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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Yes. The manuscript has reflected an important research work for the scientific community especially in extraction process of the medicine/herbal product for the food and pharmaceutical application.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article suitable with the content of the manuscript. However, it is suggested to include the term of “Screening process/study” in the title to make it more specific.
Suggestion:

"A screening study of the spray drying process for the microencapsulation of phenolic compounds from Sarcocephalus latifolius (Sm.) Bruce root extracts using a two-level factorial design."

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is clear. However, it is suggested to include:

1. The problem statement to address the aim of the study.

2. The specific findings/values on the % Process yield (Y1), Moisture content (Y2), Encapsulation efficiency (EE) of polyphenols (Y3) obtained from the significant variables used in the experiment.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and recent (latest 2025) but few of it is still outdated (1991,1995,2002). 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Overall, the English used in the article is appropriate for scholarly communication. However, the manuscript would benefit from further language refinement, as it contains some grammatical errors.

	

	Optional/General comments


	Introduction:

1. Page 2: The storyline for Paragraph 2 and 1 has not connected each other. It is suggested to restructure back the introduction. The paragraph 2 should be discussed after you mentioned about the spray drying process in paragraph 3.
2. Page 3, para 1: feed suspension flow rate (500–700 mL/h). Please double check whether the feed suspension flow rate (500–700 mL/h) or (200–800 mL/h)? The data in Table 1 and 2 are referring to the range of 200–800 mL/h.

Methodology:

1. Page 4, para 1: “……… using the pyrodextrinization process Tsatsop et al. (2025) described.” Please revise this sentence: 

Suggestion: “……… using the pyrodextrinization process (Tsatsop et al., 2025).

2. Page 4, para 1: Please include the full name of DSC as it is first time used in the text.

3. Page 4, Section 2.3: feed suspension flow rate (500–700 mL/h). Please double check whether the feed suspension flow rate (500–700 mL/h) or (200–800 mL/h)? The data in Table 1 and 2 are referring to the range of 200–800 mL/h.
4. Page 5, Section 2.3.3: Please include the full name of AOAC method as it is first time used in the text.

Results and Discussion:

1. Page 11, para 1: Effect of inlet air temperature (C) on moisture content (Y2) exhibited the highest contribution of 67.83%........., followed by interaction AB (8.43%). Please double check the value of 67.83% and 8.43% in the text. From Table 3, the value should be 65.66% and 8.40%, respectively.
2. The x-axis title (Inlet air flow rate (ºC)) for Fig 2 (E) is incorrect. The title should be (Inlet air temperature (ºC))
Conclusion:

1. “This work aimed to screen using two-level factorial design, four different parameters of spray drying process including encapsulating agent to extract ratio, feed suspension flow rate, inlet air temperature and inlet air flow rate.” Please revise the sentence to make it clearer.

Suggestion:

This study aimed to screen four parameters of the spray drying process including encapsulating agent to extract ratio, feed suspension flow rate, inlet air temperature, and inlet air flow rate using a two-level factorial design.
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