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	The manuscript holds significant importance for the scientific community by providing much-needed empirical data on the cost-effectiveness of routine preoperative viral screening for HBV, HCV, and HIV in the Eastern Saudi Arabian context. The findings will contribute to the growing body of evidence evaluating the utility and economic implications of universal screening strategies, offering valuable insights for healthcare policymakers and hospital administrators considering the implementation or optimization of such programs in similar resource settings. Finally, the study's detailed cost analysis and prevalence data can inform the development of evidence-based guidelines and resource allocation strategies aimed at improving patient safety, early disease detection, and infection control practices within surgical settings.
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