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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific community as it comprehensively elucidates the multifunctional roles of Piriformospora indica in promoting plant growth, nutrient uptake, and stress tolerance. The manuscript provides valuable insights into how this root endophytic fungus enhances crop productivity while reducing dependency on chemical fertilizers and pesticides—an essential step toward sustainable agriculture. The detailed exploration of its mechanisms in mitigating both biotic and abiotic stresses makes it a critical reference for researchers developing biofertilizers and biocontrol strategies. The work identifies future research needs and application prospects, thereby fostering innovation in microbial biotechnology and plant-microbe interactions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract of the article titled "Piriformospora indica – A Helper Endophytic Fungus in Enhancing Plant Growth and Nutrient Status in Crops" is comprehensive. It summarizes the roles of Piriformospora indica in nutrient uptake, stress tolerance, and plant growth promotion.
Suggestion:

1. Consider briefly mentioning examples of crops or types of stresses where P. indica has shown significant benefit (e.g., salinity, drought, pests, etc.) to add practical value.

2. The abstract would benefit from a stronger concluding statement emphasizing the future prospects or research gaps identified in the review.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript appears to be scientifically correct and well-researched. It provides a thorough review of the existing literature on Piriformospora indica, a beneficial endophytic fungus, and accurately discusses its roles.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references in the manuscript are largely sufficient and reasonably recent, covering a wide range of relevant studies up to 2025. They include both foundational and contemporary research that spans molecular biology, plant physiology, endophytic interactions, and applied agricultural microbiology.
But inclusion of a few more international, high-impact sources or omics-related studies would enhance the scholarly depth and global relevance of the manuscript. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the article is generally suitable for scholarly communication, but it would benefit from minor editing for clarity, grammar, and flow to meet the highest standards expected in peer-reviewed journals.
Repetition of phrases such as “plant growth promotion” could be varied for better stylistic quality.

Grammar and Punctuation should be improved; Some sentences are overly long or complex. Breaking them into shorter, clearer parts would improve readability.

	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript presents a comprehensive and well-organized review on the beneficial root endophyte Piriformospora indica, emphasizing its multifaceted role in promoting plant growth, enhancing nutrient uptake, and conferring resistance to various biotic and abiotic stresses. The topic is highly relevant to the aims and scope of IJPSS and aligns with current global interest in sustainable and biologically-based agricultural practices.
The literature cited is extensive and up-to-date, reflecting the authors’ thorough understanding of the subject. The discussion on mechanisms, supported by multiple references, adds depth and credibility to the work. While the content is strong, the manuscript would benefit from minor language editing to improve clarity, sentence structure, and fluency. Additionally, incorporating a graphical summary of the proposed mechanisms could enhance reader comprehension.

Overall, the manuscript makes a meaningful contribution to the field and is suitable for publication in IJPSS after minor revisions.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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