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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insights into the speciation and availability of iron in lateritic soils, a topic of growing relevance for sustainable soil and crop management. Employing advanced techniques, such as structural equation modelling, the study provides a more profound understanding of how different iron fractions and soil properties interact to influence plant-available iron. The findings help to bridge knowledge gaps related to micronutrient dynamics in tropical soils and contribute to the development of targeted soil fertility strategies. This research is of particular importance for regions with similar soil types, as it provides a scientific basis for improving nutrient management and agricultural productivity.
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	on the whole, the abstract is well structured, except for a few corrections to the text.
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	try to added relevant photos to the manuscript, including a map that shows the location of the study area and the sampling points. Additionally, to include a figure or graph to enhance the clarity and understanding of the results and overall findings of this study.
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