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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study highlights how different land use systems impact soil health in the semi-arid tropics, offering practical insights for managing soil fertility and organic carbon. It shows that practices like agroforestry and forest conservation can play a key role in building healthier, more resilient soils. The findings are a timely contribution for scientists, farmers, and land managers working toward sustainable agriculture and climate resilience.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article is suitable but for the title to be grammatically correct, I suggest the inclusion of “The” before Semi-Arid. i.e.  “Impact of Land Use Systems on Soil Chemical Properties in the Semi-Arid Tropics of Western Maharashtra”.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes the abstract is clear and well-organized, covering all the essential elements what was studied, how it was done, and what was found. It does a good job of showing the importance of different land use systems on soil health in a semi-arid region. That said, a few small adjustments could make it even more engaging and easier to follow. The Author might consider briefly mentioning why the study matters up front, simplifying some of the technical phrases, and tightening the flow of the results to make the key messages stand out more clearly. These small changes can help make the abstract more relevant and impactful for a wider scientific audience.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and thoughtfully put together. The objectives are clear, the methods are appropriate, and the findings are well explained and supported by data. It effectively highlights how different land use systems influence soil health and carbon storage, particularly in the semi-arid regions of western Maharashtra.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cover a range of relevant topics and include some recent studies, but there are important inconsistencies that need to be addressed. Several works are cited in the manuscript but missing from the reference list, including Kumar and Prasad (2010), Bray (1945), Narsaiah et al. (2018), Nayak et al. (2002), Sharma (2008), Sharma et al. (2001), Todmal et al. (2008), Vaidya et al. (2014), and Wani et al. (2016). Additionally, Brady and Weil (1999) is included in the references but is not cited in the text. These discrepancies should be corrected for the manuscript to meet scholarly standards. I also recommend the author or authors include more recent and regionally relevant studies from the last 5–10 years, especially those focusing on soil health, land use impact, and carbon sequestration under semi-arid conditions.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language of the article is generally suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is well-organized, and the ideas are clearly presented. However, there are a few instances of awkward phrasing and minor grammatical errors that could benefit from careful proofreading or light language editing to improve clarity and flow. Overall, the writing is solid and understandable for an academic audience.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a meaningful and timely study, especially given the growing concerns around soil health and sustainable land use in semi-arid regions. The topic is relevant, the data are well presented, and the insights are valuable. With just a few tweaks mainly around references and a bit of language refinement it has the potential to be a solid contribution to the scientific community.
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