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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is highly relevant as it addresses the critical issue of soil degradation in semi-arid regions, focusing on the impact of land use systems on soil chemical properties. The study provides valuable data on carbon sequestration potential and nutrient dynamics, which are essential for sustainable land management. The findings can guide policymakers and farmers in adopting practices like agroforestry to enhance soil health. The research also contributes to the broader understanding of climate resilience in vulnerable ecosystems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is appropriate and clearly reflects the study’s scope. However, for greater specificity, consider:
Suggested Alternative: "Land Use Systems and Their Impact on Soil Chemical Properties and Carbon Sequestration in Semi-Arid Western Maharashtra"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive but could be improved:

· Add: A brief mention of the statistical methods (e.g., two-way ANOVA) for robustness.

· Clarify: Replace "land use types" with "land use systems" for consistency.

· Correct: Use en dashes (e.g., 2020–2021) and ensure units are consistently formatted (e.g., "kg ha⁻¹").
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound with a robust methodology. Minor issues:

· Figures: Ensure axis labels include units (e.g., "pH," "EC (dS m⁻¹)").

· Correlations: Clarify the biological significance of weaker correlations (e.g., potassium’s moderate link to nitrogen).

· Depth-wise Trends: Explicitly state whether depth-related declines in nutrients are statistically significant.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient but could include:

· Additional Citations: Recent studies on semi-arid soil carbon dynamics (e.g., Lal, 2020) and land use impacts in similar regions (e.g., East African highlands).

· Formatting: Italicize journal names (e.g., Agropedology) and standardize edition notations (e.g., "14th ed.").
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is suitable for scholarly communication but requires minor edits:

· Grammar: Replace "significantly highest" with "highest" (Section 3.4).

· Clarity: Streamline sentences (e.g., "The increase in nitrogen content... due to high litter fall" → "Higher nitrogen content correlates with litter fall inputs").
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Figures 2–8: Improve resolution and label error bars clearly.

The manuscript provides valuable insights into the impact of land use systems on soil properties in semi-arid regions. With minor revisions to improve clarity, consistency, and formatting, it will be suitable for publication. Recommend acceptance after minor revisions.
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