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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The work is interesting because the authors have chosen Pteridium aquilinum as study material. Ferns are an immense source of phytoconstituents which can open up new research possibilities in pharmacognosy research. Particular this fern is called “fire fern” and is edible also. As it is also a notorious weed, an antibacterial activity of its fiddlehead extract will surely open up avenues in identifying the plant possibilities in phytochemistry.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	A minor modification is needed to the current one. Im not sure whether the authors have meant “croziers” meaning young fronds or fiddleheads in the current title. It will be better it it gets modified into:
“Evaluating the antimicrobial activity of Pteridium aquilinum fiddleheads”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is written well, but need some modifications.
1. The study employs extracts from young unfurled fiddleheads, not fronds. So, in third sentence its needs to be corrected.

2. In 4th sentence the spelling of Soxhlet needs to be corrected.

3. The 5th sentence: The aqueous extract was also prepared using water as the extraction solvent, is irrelevant, it should be cutoff.

4. All binomials of microorganisms should be italicized, if not, please follow the same way in whole manuscript.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the work is scientifically conducted and the results are represented well.
1. All binomials of plants and microorganisms should be italicized, if not, please follow the same way in whole manuscript.
2. In few instances in the beginning of introduction, citations have been bold typed, it should be corrected.
3. Squared parenthesis has been sporadically used in the manuscript, please stick on to the prescribes journal format.
4. The figure 1 captions need revision. (a) “Rhizome with fronds” should be edited to “Young fiddleheads with stipes of P. aquilinum” 
(b) “P. aquilinum fronds” should be edited to “P. aquilinum fiddleheads kept for shade drying”
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the cited references seems enough for the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, to an extend the authors have tried to keep up nwith scholarly standards despite of some typos and errors. The authors need to go through the manuscript and correct them.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The work is interesting as the antimicrobial activity of fiddleheads of Pteridium has been used, which is rather a headache for the living community and standing crops. The authors need to add a few sentence on its weed nature and highlight that through this work the plant should be seen in new lights of research rather omitted.
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