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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study shows that soils in auto-mechanic workshops in Nimo are significantly contaminated, posing environmental and human health risks which also calls for environmental monitoring and policy actions. The researchers have clearly identified the research gap in context to the area where it was carried out, the results serve as eye-opener for both the public and policy makers and reinforces the need for sustainable practices in vehicle maintenance in Nimo.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is accurate and apt for the study conducted.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract concisely summarizes the purpose of the study, target analytes (pollutants) (PAHs and heavy metals), methods and instruments used for analysis, major findings, and implications and application of contamination indices obtained from the analysis result and human health risk assessment. However, it does not include specific numerical data such as high concentration ranges of Pb and Hg (which have been mentioned but their concentrations are missing) or how they compare to permissible limits, and it fails to mention the number of samples or the extent of the study area.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The research work is acceptable, though with a few clarifications and addition of information. The researchers need to mention the total number of samples collected and the number of replicates which were subjected for analysis from which the mean values of the results were obtained. The site of control sample collection raises a few questions which have been highlighted and added as comment in the manuscript itself. Also, the method of sample collection misses the information of the standard followed for collection of samples.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Although the references mentioned in the manuscript are adequately cited, the need for citation of some recent references, especially in Discussion section, is suggested. I am suggesting some possible relevant citations here: 
1. Muze, N. E., Opara, A. I., Ibe, F. C., & Njoku, O. C. (2020). Assessment of the geo-environmental effects of activities of auto-mechanic workships at Alaoji Aba and Elekahia Port Harcourt, Niger Delta, Nigeria. Environmental analysis, health and toxicology, 35(2), e2020005. eaht-35-2-e2020005.pdf (nih.gov) ; 

2. Sikakwe, G. U., Tyopine, A. A., & Eyong, G. S. A. (2022). Assessment of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and heavy metal pollutants in soil around semi urban petrol stations and automobile mechanic workshops. Makara Journal of Science, 26(1), 5. Assessment of Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons and Heavy Metal Pollutants in Soil Around Semi Urban Petrol Stations and Automobile Mechanic Workshops (ui.ac.id)  
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study investigates the contamination of soils in auto-mechanic workshops in Nimo, Nigeria, focusing on polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) and heavy metals. The instruments used for analysis were suitably chosen and the results indicate towards the contamination of the soil (Pb, Hg amongst heavy metals and PHAs) as a result of anthropogenic activities (auto mechanic workshops), exceeding international safety limits (WHO and EPA). While the study effectively links contamination to auto-mechanic activities and highlights environmental and health risks, it lacks detailed methodology adapted for sample collection, clarification on the number of samples collected and number of replicates for analysis; grade of chemicals used and laboratory where the analysis was carried out. Also, various statistical tools could be used to ascertain the source of contamination, adding to the credibility of the results. The findings of this research are however, significant and highlight the need for environmental monitoring and regulatory action.
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