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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers timely and valuable insights into the often-overlooked experiences of interstate migrant workers in Kerala. By systematically examining factors like language proficiency, social media usage, and community interactions, it helps unpack the nuanced process of social integration in a unique socio-cultural context. The study’s evidence-based approach provides both academic and policy communities with actionable findings, particularly relevant for states witnessing high internal migration. It bridges a crucial gap in the literature by quantifying integration levels and proposing practical pathways to foster inclusivity and belonging for migrant communities.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is fine.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract does a good job of summarizing the study, but there are a few areas where it could be made stronger. It might help to briefly mention how the data was collected, for example, by saying that 400 workers were selected using a multi-stage sampling method. Also, while the abstract talks about various aspects like language and social media, it could mention that the overall level of integration was found to be "medium," as that’s a key takeaway.

Some parts could be made a bit more concise. Lastly, the conclusion could be slightly expanded to highlight how this research can support better policy and practical interventions.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically valid, with a clear research design and appropriate statistical methods. Minor clarifications on index construction and sample limitations would enhance its overall rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are relevant and include several key studies on migration and social integration, particularly in the Kerala context. However, the list is somewhat limited in terms of recent publications, with many sources dated before 2020. Consider adding more recent peer-reviewed articles (post-2020).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language of the article is generally clear and understandable, but it would benefit from light editing for grammar, sentence structure, and flow to meet scholarly standards. Some sentences are lengthy or repetitive, and tightening them would improve readability. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a relevant study that explores an important aspect of migration, i.e, social integration of interstate workers in Kerala. The use of an index to measure integration is a useful approach. With some minor improvements in language, structure, and recent references, the manuscript can be further strengthened.

A few minor revisions are suggested:

· Some sentences, particularly in the abstract and introduction, are lengthy or repetitive. Simplifying and breaking them into shorter, clearer statements will improve readability.

· The literature review relies on several older sources. Including a few more post-2020 references on internal migration and integration in India or comparable contexts.

· The process of assigning weightages in the integration index is well thought out, but would benefit from a brief explanation of the rationale behind the cut-off values for weight assignment.
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