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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This study provides vital insights into the psycho-social determinants of substance use among university students, with implications for public health, educational policy, and social welfare systems. It raises awareness about the limitations of punitive drug policies and advocates for evidence-based reform through decriminalization and harm-reduction strategies. The inclusion of family functioning and socio- demographic predictors enhances the depth and applicability of the research, making it a valuable addition to global literature on youth substance use.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes. The title is clear, well-aligned with the content, and accurately reflects the scope of the manuscript.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Yes. The abstract provides a concise summary of the study’s aims, methods, key findings, and conclusions. It is informative and requires no changes.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The manuscript demonstrates scientific soundness. The data analysis is thorough, and the interpretations are well-founded and supported by the results.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention
them in the review form.
	Yes. The references are relevant, current, and from credible sources. No additional references are required.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes. The manuscript is written in professional, academic English. It is clear, readable, and grammatically accurate.
	

	Optional/General comments
	The study is original and presents a balanced mix of statistical evidence and socio-behavioral analysis. The advocacy for decriminalization is well-argued and grounded in global best practices. I recommend acceptance with minor revisions to further enhance the clarity of a few policy recommendations.
	




	[bookmark: _Hlk156057704][bookmark: _Hlk156057883]PART  2: 


	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	





[bookmark: _Hlk195267455]Reviewer Details:

Deepak Kumar Behera, Aditya Institute of Technology and Management, India



Created by: DR
Checked by: PM
Approved by: MBM
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

