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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper provides insights on two important issues that many countries face: how to govern effectively and without corruption, and how to ensure that natural resources are used responsibly. I very much enjoyed the case study of Bhutan’s use of digital tools and it was fascinating to learn of the innovative digital solutions that have been developed such as the Online Forestry Information System (OFS) and the Spatial Monitoring and Reporting Tool (SMART). It is a great read and I really like the emphasis on real-world problems and challenges that other countries are likely to face. Very well done and interesting research!
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	No modifications are needed.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract really quite well recapitulates the aim, the way of obtaining data and the main outcomes of the research. There is still some room for improving the abstract by adding more concrete details. For example, it has not been clearly indicated in the abstract that the 2024 Integrity Assessment did by Bhutan’s Anti-Corruption Commission is the main data source.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	YES
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	YES
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	YES, the language is appropriate for academic publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well-organized and logically structured.
The conclusion could be strengthened by acknowledging methodological limitations or potential biases in the qualitative approach.

The manuscript addresses an important topic and is backed by solid research and relevant references. With minor revisions particularly in the abstract and presentation of findings, it will make a strong contribution to the literature on forest governance and anti-corruption.
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