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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This paper is important and timely. Land acquisition for development projects is important for the country’s development and yet controversial because of the manner in which the land is acquired that include corruption, displacement and loss of livelihood. Impact assessment of the project on the society is important to analyse the real cost of the project. Land acquisition as a phenomenon should also be studied to analyse the latent beneficiary and projected beneficiary of the project.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	“Land Acquisition for Development: Assessing the Livelihood Outcomes of Affected Communities in Azamgarh District, Uttar Pradesh. ‘Communities’ 

Except for categorizing affected people according to stratified sample of land ownership, nowhere are other communities (eg SC/ST/OBC/GEN) reflected in the paper. Therefore, the title of the paper  will be more direct if it address as “Affected Land owners” than “Affected communities” 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract lack comprehensiveness and clarity. The abstract can be structured on the key points and finding of the article rather engage in future tense and policy recommendation. The author may consider this below:
Land acquisition for national development projects, such as road infrastructure building, urban expansion, and industrialization, is often positioned as a necessary step for economic growth. This paper identifies the challenges faced by marginalized groups (e.g., women and indigenous people) during and after land acquisition, and measure the shift in livelihood practices, especially in agriculture and non-agriculture sectors. This paper focused on people who were directly affected by land acquisition for the Purvanchal Expressway in Azamgarh District of Uttar Pradesh.  Based on a field study of 330 farmers, this paper argues that there have been considerable change in occupation and income structure of the affected households due to the change in land holding……(ADD few more sentences to conclude the argument of the paper)

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Manuscript is scientific
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are fine but remained underutilised as arguments of seminal works have not been cited in the content of the paper. Recasting Land: Agrarian Urbanism in Amaravati (https://doi.org/10.1177/24557471211018304) is recent work on similar issue. It can be used for methodological and conceptual clearity.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	The data gathered has been described but the reasons behind the data has not been elaborated. 

Example 1- If income has increased or decreased after the land acquisition, why it has increased or decreased has not been mentioned. Similarly, if cow-rearing have decreased and goat/buffalo rearing has increased, what is the reason for the phenomena? If private or government job has increased, is it due to the employment provided by the project or is it due to something else? There is no discussion about the caste and class of the people who own the land. Interestingly, what about the landless farmers who were engaged in agriculture upon other’s land?
Example 2- The paper is concerned more of the affected people rather than communities. If the author wishes to focus only on the affected land owners, the sub title of the paper may be revised. 

If the author still wishes to keep “affected communities” in the title, the paper needs to categorise these affected land owners into community’s category (SC/ST/OBC/GEN/religious categorisation). By doing so, the paper will reveal the dynamics of land ownership, land acquisition, and the impact it has on different communities (if any) 
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