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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is really important for the scientific community because it brings attention to the experiences of Filipino pre-service teachers in ASEAN international exchange programs, which hasn't been explored much before. It adds to our understanding of global teacher education by showing us both the good things and the practical challenges these programs bring. That's super helpful for policymakers and educators who want to make these teacher training exchanges even better. Plus, the study gives us some great ideas for how to help teachers adapt and support them while they're in these programs. Overall, it's a big boost to the international education literature, especially in ASEAN, helping us see how living in another culture can really shape future educators both professionally and personally.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title, "Crossing Borders in Education: Cultural Narratives of Filipino Social Studies Pre-Service Teachers in International Exchange Programs in the ASEAN Region," effectively communicates the study’s scope and themes.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract effectively outlines the study’s focus, methodology, key findings, and implications, but it could benefit from slight trimming and added specificity for stronger impact. While it clearly presents the cultural narratives of Filipino pre-service teachers in ASEAN exchange programs, the findings are somewhat broad. Including a concrete example such as adopting student-centered methods observed abroad would make the outcomes more tangible. Clarifying whether the four participants took part in short- or long-term exchanges would also help contextualize their experiences. The conclusion could be more action-oriented; instead of a general statement about informing future programs, a clearer recommendation like incorporating pre-departure cultural training would be more effective. Finally, tightening some redundant phrases would enhance clarity and conciseness. Overall, with minor revisions, the abstract can more clearly convey the study’s relevance and practical value for international teacher education.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, with a clear research design, appropriate methodology, and well-supported conclusions. The qualitative approach and purposive sampling are well-justified, and the methodology structured interviews and thematic analysis is clearly described. Participant quotes add credibility, and the study is grounded in relevant literature on intercultural sensitivity and global competence. The small sample size (n=4) limits generalizability; a brief justification would help. Clarifying whether data saturation was achieved would also strengthen qualitative rigor. Since the data are self-reported, acknowledging potential bias and suggesting triangulation would improve trustworthiness. The focus on Indonesia could be enriched with reference to other ASEAN contexts if applicable. Minor edits for grammar (e.g., “data were collected”) and clearer phrasing (e.g., “notable shifts in pedagogical perspectives”) are also recommended. Ensuring reference consistency is essential. In summary, the manuscript is solid but would benefit from brief clarifications on limitations, and editorial polishing to align with qualitative research standards.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript is supported by a solid set of references, particularly foundational works like Bhawuk & Brislin (1992) on intercultural sensitivity and Rapoport (2013) on global citizenship. It also includes relevant regional studies such as Agustin & Montebon (2018), demonstrating a good focus on ASEAN teacher exchanges. Recent citations (e.g., Eden et al., 2024; Thinh, 2025) show some engagement with current literature.

However, the reference list could be strengthened by including more post-2020 sources, particularly those that address recent trends in intercultural competence, language barriers, and ASEAN policy developments. Key additions could include Deardorff (2020) on intercultural competence, Hoang & Tran (2022) on Southeast Asian teacher exchanges, and Braun & Clarke (2022) for updated guidance on thematic analysis.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript’s language is largely appropriate for academic publication, maintaining a formal tone, logical structure, and accurate use of disciplinary terms. However, targeted revisions will improve clarity and polish.

Strengths:

· Maintains academic tone and correct use of terms like intercultural competence and thematic analysis.

· Logical flow between sections, with clear progression from introduction to conclusion.

· Methodological descriptions are precise and coherent.

Areas for Improvement:

1. Grammar and Usage: Ensure subject-verb agreement (“data were collected”). Add necessary articles (“the language barrier”). Fix prepositional use (“adapted to the environment”). 
2. Example: Original: “The teachers faced many problems when they were in Indonesia but they got help from buddies.” Revised: “Participants encountered challenges during their exchange but navigated them with peer support.
With minor edits for grammar, conciseness, and tone, the manuscript will meet the language standards of reputable academic journals.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. Add a simple visual diagram to show how cultural learning, adaptation, and teaching outcomes are connected.
2. Link the study’s findings to ASEAN education goals (e.g., ASEAN 2025 Blueprint) for added policy relevance.

3. Include a short note on the researcher’s background and how it may have influenced interpretation (reflexivity).

4. Attach interview questions or a sample guide in the appendix for clarity.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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