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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insight into the link between metacognitive knowledge and mathematics performance among junior high school students. By focusing on students in Davao Occidental, it contributes region-specific data that can inform local teaching strategies. Its emphasis on key metacognitive domains aligns with current educational trends, offering practical implications for improving math achievement.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally clear, well-structured, and informative. It provides a concise summary of the purpose, methodology, findings, and implications.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	the manuscript is scientifically correct.

· Research design (descriptive-correlational),

· Sampling method (stratified random),

· Instrument (validated and adapted from Efklides & Vlachopoulos),

· Statistical analyses (mean, SD, Spearman correlation), are all appropriate for the research questions posed.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are largely sufficient, contextually relevant, and well-cited. Many recent and local studies (2022–2025) are cited. 

“there remains a noticeable gap in literature focusing specifically on junior high school students in less-studied regions like Davao Occidental...”
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript demonstrates an acceptable command of academic English suitable for scholarly publication. However, minor grammatical and stylistic revisions are necessary for clarity and flow.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well-structured, relevant, and contributes to the literature on mathematics education and metacognition. With minor revisions to improve precision, international framing, and language polish, it would be suitable for publication in a reputable educational journal.

for example:
What exactly is the educational challenge in Davao Occidental?

Are students underperforming in math? Is metacognitive awareness lacking?

Why focus on this relationship now?

What theoretical or practical problems does the study aim to solve?
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