Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	Asian Journal of Education and Social Studies 

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_AJESS_136721

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF POOR HEALTH AMONG LEARNERS AT ANNINIPAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: BASIS FOR INTERVENTION

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The complex causes and consequences of ill health among elementary school students in a remote and underprivileged area are a crucial but sometimes overlooked topic that is covered in this manuscript. Through the use of a qualitative Problem Tree Analysis with a variety of stakeholders, it offers deep contextual understanding of the ways in which behavioral, cultural, environmental, and socioeconomic factors interact to affect academic and child health outcomes. The results of this study provide important evidence that comprehensive, community-engaged interventions in school health programs are necessary to improve educational equity and the wellbeing of children. As such, it is of great significance to the scientific community that studies education, public health, and the socioeconomic determinants of health in marginalized communities.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The study's focus on identifying health-related issues and their consequences among schoolchildren, as well as its intention to inform interventions, are both effectively conveyed by the current title, "Causes and Effects of Poor Health Among Learners at Anninipan Elementary School: Basis for Intervention," which is generally descriptive and clear. However, a somewhat more impactful and succinct title can be taken into consideration to improve clarity and appeal to a wider scientific readership. For instance: "A Case Study of Anninipan Elementary School to Better Understand the Causes and Effects of Poor Health Among Students in a Geographically Isolated Community" "Health Issues and How They Affect Students at Anninipan Elementary School: The Basis for Focused Interventions" "Socioeconomic and Environmental Factors Affecting Elementary Students' Poor Health: Perspectives from Anninipan Elementary School" These options preserve specificity while highlighting the study's contextual and intervention-focused aspects.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive, clearly summarizing the study’s purpose, methodology, key findings, and conclusions. It effectively highlights the socioeconomic, environmental, and behavioral causes of poor health and the need for multi-sectoral interventions. However, it could be improved by briefly mentioning the qualitative approach (Problem Tree Analysis) and the participant groups (parents, teachers, students) to provide better context. Additionally, a short note on the geographic setting (a geographically isolated area) would strengthen the relevance. No major deletions are necessary, but adding these details would enhance clarity and completeness.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is indeed scientifically sound. The intricate causes and consequences of poor health among learners are investigated through the use of a suitable qualitative research design, specifically Problem Tree Analysis in conjunction with focus group discussions. The utilization of purposive sampling to incorporate parents, instructors, and students guarantees a variety of viewpoints. This discourse is adequately supported by pertinent theoretical frameworks, including the Health Belief Model and the Social Determinants of Health. The results are corroborated by pertinent literature and participant quotations, which illustrate a strong correlation between the data and the conclusions. In general, the scientific methodology is well executed and appropriate.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references in the manuscript are generally sufficient and cover key foundational and recent studies related to health education, social determinants of health, and school health interventions. Most cited works fall within the last decade, which supports the study's relevance. However, to strengthen the manuscript further, it would be beneficial to include more recent systematic reviews or meta-analyses on school-based health interventions, especially from similar geographically isolated or disadvantaged contexts. For example, adding recent WHO or UNICEF reports on school health programs or latest studies on the impact of environmental factors on child health could enhance the reference base and contextual depth.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the manuscript are generally suitable for scholarly communication. The writing is clear and conveys the study’s objectives, methods, and findings effectively. However, there are occasional grammatical inconsistencies and awkward phrasing that could benefit from minor editing to improve fluency and readability. Polishing sentence structure and ensuring consistent use of academic tone throughout would enhance professionalism and make the manuscript more polished for publication. Overall, the manuscript is understandable and appropriate but would benefit from a thorough language review.
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