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	The COVID-19 pandemic significantly disrupted education systems globally, has had a profound and multifaceted impact on learning. Even as the immediate health crisis has subsided in 2025, the repercussions on education continue to be felt. Here's a breakdown of the key aspects of learning and COVID-19 as a shift to remote learning: The most immediate impact was the widespread closure of schools and the rapid transition to online or distance learning. This presented numerous challenges related to technology access, digital literacy, and the effectiveness of remote instruction. Decreased Instructional Time: Many students experienced reduced instructional time and difficulties staying focused in virtual environments. Curriculum Adjustments: Teachers had to quickly adapt curricula and teaching methods for online delivery, often leading to the elimination of certain content. Disruption of Extracurricular Activities: Suspension of extracurricular activities limited opportunities for social interaction, talent development, and stress management for students.
The paper successfully addressed this impact, e.g., to respond scientifically to whether learning approaches and willingness significantly predict students’ gratification in merged learning environments. A descriptive-correlational research design was utilised involving a total of 200 public elementary school students in Davao Oriental during the 2022–2023 school year. Standardised questionnaires were used for data collection. The data were analysed using mean, standard deviation (SD), Pearson product-moment correlation, and simple and multiple linear regression. The results revealed that the level of learning approaches, willingness, and gratification was described as high. Correlation analysis showed significant relationships between learning approaches and willingness for gratification. Furthermore, both learning approaches and willingness significantly influenced gratification in merged learning. It is recommended that schools foster students’ learning approaches by promoting time management, collaboration, and reflective thinking. Likewise, willingness may be enhanced by developing technological self-efficacy, motivation, and digital communication skills. By doing so, students may experience greater gratification in merged learning environments. 
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