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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, The title is appropriate, descriptive, and clearly conveys the core variables studied and the context (South Bolaang Mongondow Regency). No changes suggested.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, with minor suggestions. The abstract effectively summarizes the research problem, methodology, key findings, theoretical implications, and practical recommendations. However, it could benefit from:

- Briefly mentioning the sample size (67 students) to clarify the study’s scope.

- Avoiding technical details like the regression equation and specific beta values in favor of a general summary of findings, which suits an abstract better.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The study is methodologically sound. It uses established statistical procedures (multiple regression, validity, and reliability tests), clearly explains hypothesis testing, and supports claims with appropriate literature. The theoretical framework (SDT) is applied correctly. Minor issues include:

- Spelling errors ("facalities" should be "facilities").

- A few formatting inconsistencies in tables.

- Minor repetition in the conclusion section.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes. The manuscript includes a comprehensive list of references, blending foundational theories (e.g., Deci & Ryan, 1985) with recent studies (e.g., Farhana et al., 2024; Wang & Oh, 2024). However, a few references from 2020–2024 could be added specifically on rural education and motivation to further strengthen the discussion section.

Suggested addition:

- A recent meta-analysis or systematic review on motivation in developing regions (if available) to contrast with findings.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Generally yes, but requires minor revision.  

The manuscript uses academic language and terminology correctly, but some grammatical structures are awkward. Examples include:

- “Significances” in tables should be replaced with “Significant.”

- “Teacher communication” could be more accurately termed “Teacher pedagogical communication” throughout for consistency.

- Typos and inconsistent formatting should be proofread.


	

	Optional/General comments


	- The integration of Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory in the discussion is insightful and strengthens the theoretical grounding.

- The study is highly relevant for education practitioners, especially in rural and low-income regions.

- It would be useful to provide a brief limitations section addressing potential issues such as sample size and generalizability.

Rationale:

The manuscript is original, well-structured, and grounded in theory. The research design and data analysis are methodologically sound. Some minor revisions in language, clarity, and completeness (mention of ethical considerations and proofreading) would strengthen its presentation and academic rigor.
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