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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critical gap in public administration and financial management literature by examining how integrated financial practices (budgeting, internal controls, and procurement) under the New Public Management (NPM) framework influence local government efficiency in a developing context. The case study of Metropolitan Municipal District Assemblies (MMDAs) in Greater Accra, Ghana, provides empirical evidence on the synergies between financial management practices and operational efficiency, which is scarce in existing studies. The findings offer actionable insights for policymakers in Ghana and similar contexts to strengthen fiscal governance, accountability, and service delivery. By situating the analysis within NPM theory, the study contributes to debates on the applicability of managerial reforms in decentralised systems, making it valuable for scholars and practitioners in public administration, economics, and development studies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear and accurately reflects the study’s focus. However, to emphasize the theoretical lens and methodological approach, a slight revision could enhance specificity:

Suggested Alternative Title:

"Integrated Financial Management Practices and Local Government Efficiency: A New Public Management Analysis of Metropolitan Municipal District Assemblies in Greater Accra, Ghana"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract succinctly summarizes the research objectives, methodology, and key findings. However, it could be strengthened by:

Explicitly mentioning the theoretical framework (NPM) to contextualize the study.

Briefly stating the practical implications for policymakers.

Clarifying the mixed-methods design (quantitative data from surveys and qualitative insights from archival reports).

Suggested Addition:

"Grounded in New Public Management theory, this mixed-methods study combines quantitative survey data from 165 finance personnel with qualitative analysis of archival records to evaluate the interplay of budgeting, internal controls, and procurement practices..."
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically robust, employing a descriptive survey design, stratified sampling, and regression analysis to test hypotheses. Key strengths include:

1. Clear alignment with NPM theory.

2. Rigorous statistical methods (SPSS for descriptive, correlation, and regression analyses).

3. Transparent reporting of R² values (65.8% variance explained) and significance levels (p < 0.001).

Minor Concerns:

1. The sample size (n=165) is adequate but could benefit from justification using power analysis.

2. The reliance on self-reported data from finance personnel may introduce response bias. Triangulation with external audits or citizen feedback would strengthen validity.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are comprehensive and recent (e.g., 2023 publications), with strong alignment to NPM theory and Ghanaian local governance. However, key works on fiscal decentralisation in Africa (e.g., Smoke, 2015; Fjeldstad & Heggstad, 2012) are undercited
Suggested Additions:

1. Andrews, M. (2013). The Limits of Institutional Reform in Development: Changing Rules for Realistic Solutions. Cambridge University Press.

2. Bardhan, P., & Mookherjee, D. (2006). Decentralization and Local Governance in Developing Countries: A Comparative Perspective. MIT Press.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Formal and scholarly but verbose in sections. Example Revision: Streamline repetitive explanations of NPM
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. Strengthen policy recommendations with comparative examples (e.g., Kenya’s e-procurement).

2. Address critiques of NPM (e.g., recentralization risks).

3. Synthesize qualitative insights for methodological transparency.
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